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PENNINGTON COUNTY 

SEWAGE AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT ORDINANCE 

 

SUBDIVISION 1   GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

1.10 PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of the Sewage and Wastewater Treatment Ordinance shall be to provide 

minimum standards for the regulation of individual subsurface sewage treatment 

systems (SSTS) and septage disposal; including the proper location, design and 

construction;  their necessary modification and reconstruction; their operation, 

maintenance and repair to protect surface water and potable groundwater from 

contamination by human sewage and waterborne household and commercial wastes; to 

protect the public’s health and safety, and eliminate or prevent the development of 

public nuisances pursuant to the authority granted under Minnesota Statutes chapters 

115 and 145A and Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080 MN Statutes, Section 115.55;  MN 

Statutes, Sections 145A.01 through 145A.08;  MN Statutes, Section 375.51; or 

successor statutes, MN Rules 2006, Chapter 7080, and elements of 2011 Rules from 

Chapters 7080, 7081, 7082 and 7083 or successor rules and to local standards 

amending state law pertaining to sewage and wastewater treatment. 

 

1.20 OBJECTIVES 

 

The principal objectives of this section shall include the following: 

 

1.21  The protection of Pennington County’s lakes, wetlands, rivers and streams 

and supplies of potable groundwater essential to the promotion of public health, 

safety  and welfare; the protection of the County’s environment and its 

socioeconomic growth and development of the County in perpetuity. 

 

1.22  Given the extensive resources and numerous supplies of surface water and 

potable groundwater and their susceptibility to contamination, regulation of 

proper ISTS SSTS construction, reconstruction, repair and maintenance and 

proper septage disposal is essential to prevent the entry and migration of 

contaminants, thereby ensuring the non-degradation of surface water and 

potable groundwater. 

  

1.23  The provision of establishing minimum standards for ISTS SSTS 

placement, design, construction, reconstruction, repair and maintenance to 
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prevent contamination and, if contamination is discovered, to identify and control 

its consequences and abate its source and migration. 

 

1.24  The prevention and control of water-borne disease, lake degradation, and 

potable groundwater related hazards, and public nuisance conditions through 

plan reviews, inspections and complaint investigation, as well as through 

technical assistance and education. 

 

1.25  Provide rules, regulations, enforcement, and design standards for areas of 

the County which previously had not been ordinanced.  Specifically those areas 

which are not in a designated Shoreland/Flood plain area, a well head protection 

area or a business otherwise regulated by stricter State standards. 

 

1.30   SCOPE 

 

This section shall regulate the design, construction and repair of ISTS in Pennington 

County, including but not necessarily limited to individual on-site and cluster or 

community ISTS privy vaults and other non-water carried ISTS, repair and/or 

replacement of failing existing ISTS. 

 

All sewage generated in unsewered areas of the County shall be treated and dispersed 

by an approved SSTS that is sited, designed, installed, operated, inspected and 

maintained in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance or by a sewage 

treatment system that has been permitted by the MPCA. 

SUBDIVISION 2   ADMINISTRATION 

2.10 STANDARDS ADOPTED BY REFERENCE 

This Ordinance hereby adopts by reference Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080, sections 

7080.0020m 7080.0060, 7080.0065, 7080.0110, 7080.0120, 7080.0125, 7080.0130, 

7080.0150, 7080.0160, 7080.0170, 7080.0175, 7080.0176, being the sections 

containing the technical standards and criteria contained in the “Individual Sewage 

Treatment Systems Program”.  

This Ordinance hereby adopts by reference the 2006 MN Rules, Chapter 7080 as the 

alternative local standards for new and replacement residential systems with a flow of 

2500 gallons per day or less.  The County hereby adopts by reference the 2011 MN 

Rules, chapters 7080 and 7081 for new and replacement systems using greater than 

2500 gallons per day.  This adoption does not supersede the County’s right or ability to 

adopt local standards that are in compliance with MN Statute 115.55. 
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2.20 ADMINISTRATION BY STATE AGENCIES 

2.21  For an on-site ISTS a SSTS, or group of systems that are located on 

adjacent properties and under single ownership, the owner or owners shall make 

an application for and obtain a State Disposal System Permit from the Minnesota 

Pollution control Agency if the on-site ISTS SSTS or group of systems are 

designed to treat an average flow greater than 10,000 gallons per day.  

The owner or owners of a single SSTS or a group of SSTS under common 

ownership must obtain an State Disposal System permit from the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency when all or part of proposed or existing soil dispersal 

components are within one-half mile of each other and the combined flow from all 

proposed and existing SSTS is greater than 10,000 gallons per day.  The flow 

must be determined according to chapter 7081.0040. 

2.22  For dwellings including apartments, townhouses, resort units, rental cabins 

and condominiums, the sum of the flows from all existing and proposed sources 

under single management or ownership will be used to determine the need for a 

State Disposal System Permit. 

2.23  ISTS SSTS serving establishments or facilities licensed or otherwise 

regulated by the State of Minnesota including, but not limited to: campgrounds, 

resorts, mobile home parks, and eating and drinking establishments, shall 

conform to state and local requirements and require approval by the State of 

Minnesota. 

2.24  Any ISTS SSTS requiring approval by the State of Minnesota shall also 

comply with all local codes and this section. 

2.25  Plans and specifications must receive appropriate State and Local approval 

before construction is initiated. 

2.26  This Ordinance shall apply only to unsewered areas of Pennington County. 

which are considered to be “Permit by Rule”.  Any areas of the County which are 

already ordinanced through a designated Shoreland/Floodplain area, well head 

protection area or business licensed through the Minnesota Department of 

Health shall be governed by the stricter State standards and will not be allowed 

use of the Ordinance. 

2.30 ADMINISTRATION BY PENNINGTON COUNTY 

The Department shall regulate ISTS SSTS and septage disposal in Pennington County 

pursuant to this section. 
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 2.31  The Department shall have the following duties and responsibilities: 

A. To review all applications for ISTS SSTS in Shoreland designated 

unsewered areas of the County; 

B. To issue all permits required by this Ordinance; 

C. To investigate complaints regarding ISTS SSTS and septage disposal; 

D. To review Certificates of Compliance or Notices of Non-Compliance where 

appropriate; 

E. To issue Stop Work Orders and Notices of Violation, as applicable, 

pursuant to this section; 

F. To maintain proper records for ISTS SSTS construction, reconstruction, 

inspection and repair in the Shoreland/Floodplain designated areas of 

Pennington County.  and inspection reports for ISTS constructed outside 

of the Shoreland/Floodplain designated areas. 

2.32  Neither the issuance of permits, Certificates of Compliance nor Notices of 

Non-compliance as requested or issued shall be construed to represent a 

guarantee or warranty of the system’s operation, or effectiveness.  Such 

certificates signify that the system in question is or has been designed and 

installed in compliance or non-compliance with the provisions of these standards 

and regulations. 

2.40 DEFINITIONS 

As-Builts: Drawings and documentation specifying the final in place location, 

size and type of all system components.  These records identify the results of 

materials testing and describe the conditions during construction.  As-Builts 

contain a certified statement. 

Bedroom: Any room used principally for sleeping purposes, and all-purpose 

room, a study, or a den.  A room planned and intended for sleeping. 

Certificate of Compliance: ISTS- A document from a licensed sewage 

treatment inspector fully licensed by the State of Minnesota or a qualified 

employee, provided to the owner of property on which a dwelling is located which 

is required to have an ISTS and provided to the local unit of government (LUG), 

indicating that said ISTS is not a failing system nor an imminent threat to public 

health or safety and, for new construction and replacement, is constructed in 

compliance with Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7080, as amended.  A document 

written after a compliance inspection certifying that a system is in compliance 

with applicable requirements at the time of inspection.  
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Compliance Inspection: Any evaluation, investigation, inspection, or other such 

process to make conclusions, recommendations, or statements regarding a 

individual SSTS, to reasonably assure a individual SSTS is in compliance as 

specified under part 7080.0060 as amended.  Compliance inspections must be 

conducted by a State licensed inspector or under a license independent of the 

owner and the installer. 

Department: The agency or agent designated by Pennington County that is a 

qualified employee or licensee. Environmental Administrator or other designated 

agent who is a qualified employee or licensee. 

Failing System: At a minimum, a SSTS that fails to protect groundwater.  This 

includes one that discharges sewage to a seepage pit, cesspool, drywell, 

leaching pit, or other pit; a SSTS with less than the required vertical separation 

distance as described in chapter 7080.0060 Subp 3; less than 3 feet of vertical 

separation in systems located in the floodplain and SWF and a system not 

abandoned in accordance with part 7080.0176.  The determination of the threat 

to groundwater for other conditions shall be made by a Qualified Employee or 

State licensed inspection business. 

Imminent Threat to Public Health or Safety (ITPHS): At a minimum,  SSTS 

with a discharge of sewage or sewage effluent to the ground surface, drainage 

systems, ditches, or storm water drains or directly to surface water; SSTS that 

cause reoccurring sewage backup into a dwelling or other establishment; SSTS 

with electrical hazards; or sewage tanks with unsecured, damaged, or weak 

maintenance access covers.  The determination of protectiveness for other 

conditions must be made by a Qualified Employee or a State licensed inspection 

business. 

Individual Sewage Treatment Systems (ISTS): A sewage treatment system, or 

part thereof, serving a dwelling, or other establishment, or group thereof, and 

using sewage tanks or advanced treatment followed by soil treatment and 

disposal with a design flow of less than 5,000 gallons per day.  Individual sewage 

treatment system includes holding tanks and privies. 

Inspector: An individual qualified to review proposed plans and inspect ISTS 

SSTS, and who meet the licensure licensed and certified by the registration 

requirements of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

Management Plan: A plan that describes necessary and recommended routine 

operational and maintenance requirements, periodic examination, adjustment, 

and testing, and the frequency of each to ensure system performance meets the 
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treatment expectations, including a planned course of action to prevent an illegal 

discharge.  

MPCA: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

MSTS:  A “midsized subsurface sewage treatment system” under single 

ownership that receives sewage from dwellings or other establishments having a 

design flow of more than 5,000 gallons per day to a maximum of 10,000 gallons 

per day. 

Qualified Employee: A person who conducts site evaluations or designs; 

installs, maintains, pumps, or inspects individual subsurface sewage treatment 

systems as part of employment duties and is certified on the ISTS SSTS 

professional register with specialty area endorsements applicable to the work 

being conducted.  A qualified employee may be an apprentice if the individual 

has specialty area endorsements applicable to the work to be completed, has 

fulfilled the contractual requirement under Chapter 7080, 7081, 7082, 7083 and 

has been issued performance restrictions. 

Redoximorphic Features: A color pattern in soil, formed by oxidation and 

reduction of iron or manganese in saturated soil coupled with their removal, 

translocation, or accrual, which results in the loss (depletion) or gain 

(concentration) of mineral compounds compared to the matrix color.  

Redoximorphic features also means: a soil matrix color controlled by the 

presence of ferrous iron. 

Septage: Solids and liquids removed during periodic maintenance of from a 

ISTS SSTS, or solids and liquids which are removed from toilet waste treatment 

devices or a holding tank. 

Sewage: Any water-carried domestic waste, exclusive of footing and roof 

drainage, from any dwelling or any other structure. industrial, agricultural or a 

commercial establishment.  Domestic waste includes liquid waste produced by 

toilets, bathing, laundry, culinary operations, and the floor drains associated with 

these sources, and specifically excludes animal waste and commercial or 

industrial wastewater. 

Shoreland/Floodplain Development Application: The term includes, but is not 

limited to applications for the following: construction permits, ISTS SSTS permits, 

vegetative alteration permits, topographic alteration permits, or other types of 

Shoreland/Floodplain permits such as conditional use permits, amendments to 

this Ordinance, variances from the provisions of the Ordinance, and the 

subdivision of real estate.  The application is not considered complete and will 
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not be accepted by the Department unless all fees are paid, preliminary reviews 

and approvals completed, submitted with associated supporting information and 

documents, and such other information as required by the Department. 

Soil Treatment System: A system where sewage effluent is treated and 

disposed of into the soil by percolation and filtration, and includes trenches, 

seepage beds, at-grade systems, and mound systems. 

SSTS: Subsurface sewage treatment systems including ISTS and MSTS. 

Individual Sewage Treatment Systems (ISTS) have a design flow of 5,000 

gallons per day or less. Midsized Subsurface Sewage Treatment System (MSTS) 

have a design flow of 5,000 to 10,000 gallons per day.  

SWF: Shoreland, wellhead protection areas, food, beverage, and lodging 

establishments. 

Toilet Waste Treatment Devices: Privies and other devices including 

incinerating, composting, biological, chemical, recirculating, or holding toilets. 

SUBDIVISION 3 PERMITTING 

3.10   PERMITS REQUIRED    

A permit shall be obtained whenever any ISTS in Pennington County is installed, 

replaced, altered, repaired or extended within designated Flood plain or Shoreland.  

Installation, replacement, alteration, repair, or extension of a ISTS SSTS shall not begin 

without first making an application for a permit and obtaining said permit from the 

Department for each specific installation, replacement, alteration, repair or extension 

pursuant to this Ordinance.  Such permits are not transferable as to another person or 

place.  Such permits shall expire 12 months after date of issuance.   A permit shall not 

be required for the work identified under Subdivision 3.2 of this Ordinance.    

3.11 Posting of Permits  Permits shall be provided by permittee at the time of 

inspection upon request of inspector. 

3.13 Permit by Rule  Any ISTS system repaired, replaced, altered, extended or 

installed within Shoreland/Floodplain designated areas must have a permit 

issued by the Department, prior to construction.  However, ISTS SSTS systems 

in Pennington County which are outside the designated Shoreland/Floodplain 

designated areas and which do not conflict with existing well management, well 

head protection areas, or to systems regulated by the Minnesota Department of 

Health, or to systems regulated by a city or township may construct through a 

Permit by Rule. 
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Any ISTS system repaired, replaced, altered, extended or installed within the 

Permit by Rule designated area will be considered permitted, upon receipt of a 

copy of the Notice of Compliance, delivered to the Department and which was 

issued by an MPCA licensed inspector. 

3.12  Operating Permits  An Operating Permit shall be required of all owners of 

new holding tanks, Type IV, Type V, and MSTS. 

3.20 PERMITS NOT REQUIRED 

Permits shall not be required for the following for repair or replacement of pumps, floats 

or other electrical devices of the pump or baffles in a septic tank. 

3.21 Repair or replacement of pumps, floats or other electrical devices of the 

pump or baffles in a septic tank within the designated Shoreland/Floodplain area. 

3.22  ISTS work done outside the designated Shoreland/Floodplain area with 

direct application to Subdivision 3.13 

3.30 PROPERTY OWNERS DOING OWN WORK  (SEE SECTION 7.2)                                                 

Property owners are permitted to construct or repair ISTS on their own properties 

without a State license; however, owners doing their own work must comply with 

Subdivision 3.10 as well as other applicable provisions of this Ordinance.  A property 

owner shall consult with a person holding a current license issued by the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency for Designer l or ll if they wish to perform the site evaluation or 

design their own ISTS.  All systems must be inspected by a State licensed inspector 

and a Certificate of Compliance filed with the County. 

3.30 PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

3.31  Permit Application Information  All applications for a ISTS SSTS Permit 

shall include the following information: 

A. Name and address of property owner. 

B. Legal description of the property. 

C. ISTS  SSTS designer’s name, address, phone number and State ISTS 

SSTS License number (or Department Qualified Employee name and 

number. 

D. Site evaluation report on a form as provided by the University of 

Minnesota.  Including soil observations made in exposed pits or by hand 

augering prior to construction.  The depth to periodically saturated soil 

shall be determined by section 4.10 of this ordinance.  The soil boring log 
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with soil verification signatures shall be submitted with the design by the 

licensed designer to the Department. 

E. System design with full information including applicable construction 

information on forms as provided by the State and/or Department. 

F. Any other information requested pertinent to the Shoreland/Floodplain 

designated areas. 

G. On lots created after January 23, 1996, the system design shall include at 

least one designated additional soil treatment area which can support a 

standard, Type I, soil treatment system. 

H. Any other pertinent information as required by the County Department. 

3.32  Application Review and Approval  If after consideration of the application 

for a permit, the Department is satisfied that the work contemplated conforms to 

and complies with provisions of this Ordinance;  the department shall issue a 

written permit granting preliminary approval authorizing initiation of construction 

of the system as designed. 

3.33  Incomplete Application Information  If after consideration of the 

application for a permit, the Department is not satisfied that the work 

contemplated will not conform to or comply with the provisions of this Ordinance; 

the Department shall deny the application for a permit.  Notice of such denial 

shall be served on the applicant or permittee.  The notice shall state the reason 

for denial.  The permit application may be revised or corrected and resubmitted 

to the Department at any reasonable time for reconsideration. 

3.34  Design Alteration  Proposals to alter the permitted construction shall be 

reviewed and the proposed change accepted by the inspector designer prior to 

construction. 

3.40 FEES 

The Pennington County Board of Commissioners shall establish fees for permits 

required by this Ordinance.  Fees shall be due and payable at the time of permit 

issuance. 

3.50 VARIANCES   

An affected property owner requesting a variance from standards in the 

Shoreland/Floodplain designated areas, must follow the procedures specified in the 

Pennington County Shoreland and Floodplain Ordinances.  Variances requested for 

land areas out of the Shoreland/Floodplain designated areas must follow procedures 

specified in the Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080.0305 Subp.3. 
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3.70 PERMIT BY RULE REQUIREMENTS  

In areas outside the Shoreland/Floodplain designated areas, ISTS must be installed 

either to the local standard provisions of this section or Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080, 

as applicable.  Following installation of ISTS under Permit by Rule, an inspection report, 

prepared by a State licensed inspector, must be submitted to the County Environmental 

Department along with the site design and Permit by Rule Form.  No prior review or 

approval is required under Permit by Rule. 

SUBDIVISION 4   SITE SELECTION 

4.10 SITE SUITABILITY FOR REPAIR, REPLACEMENT, EXTENSION OR 

INSTALLATION OF A TRENCH TYPE ISTS SSTS 

4.11  Site suitability requirements  Must be met whenever an ISTS is installed, 

replaced, altered, repaired or extended.  Listed below are the parameters which 

must be met to allow the use of a trench type ISTS.  For unsaturated soil 

separation, on-site soil samples shall be taken for observation and referenced to 

the NRCS Soils Survey, mottling/residual mottling features, and redoximorphic 

features and/or percolation test to determine the distance to the periodically 

saturated soil.and for sizing the system. 

4.12  Soil Dispute Resolution  When a disagreement occurs between SSTS 

certified individuals and a licensed business about the depth of the periodically 

saturated soil, the disputing parties shall meet at the disputed site to resolve 

differences.  The Department will make the final determination on the depth to 

periodically saturated soils. 

4.20   LOCAL STANDARDS: ALTERATION OF EXISTING ISTS SYSTEMS. 

Site suitability requirements must be met whenever a existing ISTS SSTS is installed 

replaced, repaired, altered, or extended.  (Reference Section 4.10, 4.20, 4.30 and the 

County soils map). 

4.21  Alternative “Local” Vertical Separation for New and Replacement 

SSTS  For “Local” trench, at-grade, and mound systems, a minimum of two feet 

vertical separation shall be allowed between the bottom of the dispersal system 

and the periodically saturated soil or bedrock located in areas other than the 

floodplain and SWF. 

4.22  Existing ISTS SSTS Systems  Which do not present an imminent public 

health threat and have at least two feet of vertical separation between the bottom 

of the soil treatment system and groundwater periodically saturated soil, as 

defined by either mottling, residual mottling, redoximorphic features and/or other 
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local standard provisions, are considered working compliant systems and do not 

require upgrading or alteration. 

4.23  Repair, Alteration, and/or Extension of Existing Systems are allowed if 

the provisions outlined in Sections 4.10, 4.20 and 4.30 are met. 

4.23 Site Density Individual Sites  Trench type systems shall not be permitted 

to exceed one system per acre.  All sites to be developed must have room for at 

least two drainfields soil treatment systems and must meet all setbacks stated in 

the Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7080 and the Pennington County Shoreland 

Ordinance.  Setback requirements from wells shall meet those established by the 

Minnesota Department of Health. 

4.24 Natural or Artificial Drainage  A drainage plan will be submitted with the 

system design materials which show distances to public water or to public or 

private drainage systems.  The plan will specify how rain and excess surface 

water will be removed from the ISTS soil treatment system area.  If ditching or tile 

is used, the locations of said ditches or tile will be designated in the plan. and 

submitted to the owner with the system design.  The distance from any ditch or 

tile to the trench will not be less than ten feet from the soil treatment system. 

4.30 ADDITIONAL LOCAL STANDARD PROVISIONS  

The standards which allow for the continuance of, or construction of, trench systems 

within Pennington County are as follows: 

4.21 4.31  Soil Types  Soils which are not acceptable for use with trench type 

ISTS SSTS include:  l54A, l58A, l41A, l42A, B202A, l45A, l16F,l27A, B206A, 

B209A, l8A, and l11A.  Site suitability requirements from section 4.10 shall be 

met.  Use of the Pennington County Soils Map in conjunction with percolation 

tests is required to size systems and determine site suitability. 

4.22 4.32  Vegetation  Native or natural vegetation is an indicator of soil 

saturation frequency.  Installation of trench type systems SSTS on areas where 

aquatic hydrophytic type plants and trees persist is prohibited.  Examples of 

these types of naturally occurring plants include but are not limited to cattails, 

sedges, rushes, tamarack, willow or other types of vegetation which reasonably 

demonstrate the existence of frequently saturated soil conditions. 

4.40 LOCAL STANDARDS: NEW ISTS TRENCH SYSTEM INSTALLATION 

Site suitability requirements must be met whenever a new ISTS trench system is 

installed or existing system replaced. (Reference Section 4.10, 4.20 and County soil 

maps). 
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4.41  Trench-Style ISTS Systems are allowed if the provisions of Sections 4.05 

and 4.10 are met or at least three feet of vertical separation exists between the 

bottom of the soil treatment area and groundwater as defined by either mottling 

or residual mottling. 

4.30 HOLDING TANKS 

Holding tanks may be allowed for seasonal single family homes, sensitive sites, parks 

and other buildings with limited water use under the following conditions: 

A. The owner shall install a holding tank in accordance with MN Rules 

Section 7080.0172 supb. 3. 

B. The owner shall hire a MN licensed maintenance business to pump and 

haul the holding tank contents to approved land application site. 

C. Solids must be removed when their accumulation meets the limit 

described in MN Rules, Chapter 7080.0175.  An Operating Plan shall be 

submitted with permit application, reference 7080.0310 Subp 6. 

4.40 SSTS LOCATED IN THE FLOODPLAIN 

SSTS shall not be located in a floodway and if possible, not within any part of a 

floodplain.  If no option exists to locate a SSTS outside of a floodplain, location within 

the flood fringe is allowed if the bottom of the distribution medium is located at least as 

high as the 10-year flood elevation and if the requirements in MN Rules, Chapter 

7080.0172 are met. 

4.50 CLASS V INJECTION WELLS 

All owners of new or replacement SSTS that are considered to be Class V injection 

wells, as defined in the Code of Federal Regulations, title 40, part 144, are required by 

the Federal Government to submit SSTS inventory information to the Environmental 

Protection Agency as described in CFR40 part 144. Further, owners are required to 

identify all Class V injection wells in property transfer disclosures. 

4.60 2011 MN RULES INCLUDED IN THIS ORDINANCE 

4.61  Vertical Separation Flexibility 15% Flexibility, 7080.1500 Subp. 4D   A 

reduced vertical separation for existing systems is allowed for SSTS that were 

designed with at least a three feet of vertical separation distance.  The maximum 

of fifteen percent reduction is only allowed to account for settling of sand or soil, 

normal variation of measurements, and interpretations of the limited layer 

conditions. This flexibility is not allowed on SSTS constructed with alternative 

local standards vertical separation. 
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4.62  Registered Products  Final Treatment and Dispersal, including soil 

loading rates, shall be determined by using MN Rules Chapter 7080.2150 soil 

sizing tables IX and IXa. 

4.63  Trench and Seepage Bed Design 7080.2210  Pressure distribution is 

required on seepage beds greater than twelve feet wide. 

4.64  Sewage Tanks  Must meet or exceed the applicable requirements of parts 

7080.1910 through 7080.1960 and 7080.1980 through 7080.2020. 

4.65  Distribution of Effluent 7080.2050 Subp 4J  Pressure distribution pipe 

cleanouts must be provided to check the system for proper operation and 

cleaning of plugged perforations.  Cleanouts must be accessible from final grade. 

SUBDIVISION 5 INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 

5.10 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

5.11  Compliance Inspection  Compliance inspections for construction, replacement, 

alteration, or repair work on ISTS SSTS shall be conducted by a State licensed 

inspector who is independent of the owner and installer. 

5.20 INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW SYSTEMS 

The installation and construction of the ISTS SSTS shall be in accordance with the 

permit requirements and application design.  

5.21  Timing of Inspections  If any ISTS SSTS component is covered before 

being inspected by a State licensed inspector, it shall be uncovered upon the 

direction of the inspector, unless acceptable photograph or video documentation 

is provided.  Inspections shall be conducted at least once during the construction 

of the ISTS SSTS at such time as to assure that the system has been 

constructed per submitted and approved design.  All ISTS construction, 

alteration, repair and extensions require an inspection by a State licensed 

inspector. 

5.22  Notification for Inspections Inspection Report.  A Certificate of 

Compliance or Notice of Non-Compliance shall be prepared by the inspector 

following an inspection or review of as-built plans and submitted to the 

Pennington County Environmental Department for all ISTS SSTS new 

construction which requires an inspection within Pennington County.  A 

Certificate of Compliance or Notice of Non-Compliance must include a signed 

statement by the inspector identifying the type of ISTS SSTS inspected and 

whether the system is in compliance with Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080.0060 
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and /or the local standard provisions specified in Subdivision 4 of this section 

Ordinance.  A copy of the Certificate of Compliance or Notice of Non-Compliance 

shall be provided to the property owner and the County Environmental 

Department within thirty fifteen days of the compliance inspection. 

5.30 INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR EXISTING SYSTEMS  

When required under section 5.31, the inspection must be conducted by a State 

licensed inspector and the results recorded on a form provided by the State.  The report 

form must identify the type of ISTS SSTS inspected and whether the system is an 

imminent public health threat, a failing or working compliant system according to 

Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080.0060 and the local standard provisions specified in 

Subdivision 4 of this section Ordinance.  A copy of the Certificate of Compliance or 

Notice of Non-compliance resulting from a compliance inspection shall be provided to 

the property owner and the County Environmental Department within thirty fifteen days 

of the inspection. 

5.31  Mandatory Compliance of Existing Systems  A ISTS SSTS shall require 

a compliance inspection when any one of the following conditions occur: 

A. In designated Shoreland Management Areas, failing on-site sewage 

treatment systems SSTS shall be reconstructed pursuant to Minnesota 

Rules Chapter 6120 of 1989, known as “Statewide Standards for 

Management of Shoreland Areas”.  

B. At any time the Department deems appropriate such as upon receiving a 

complaint or other information of system failure. 

C. Addition of a bedroom on a property, within the designated 

Shoreland/Floodplain area. 

 

1. If a request for an additional bedroom or variance is received 

between November 1 and April 30 the Department may issue a 

permit or variance immediately with the requirement that a 

compliance inspection be completed by the following June 1 or 

within twelve months of shoreland permit application.  The applicant 

must submit a Certificate of Compliance within fifteen days of the 

Compliance Inspection. by the following September 30. 

2. If a system constructed between May 27, 1989 and January 23, 

1996 does not comply with applicable requirements, and is not an 

imminent public health threat, a property owner applying for a 

permit to construct a bedroom addition in a designated 

Shoreland/Floodplain area, has five (5) years, three years, from the 
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date of issuance of such permit to bring the system into 

compliance. 

3. Compliance inspections finding not less than two three feet of 

separation between the bottom of the soil distribution medium and 

potable water periodically saturated soil and where an imminent 

public health threat does not exist are considered working 

compliant systems and do not need to be replaced or repaired. 

5.32  Imminent Public Health Threat and Failing Septic Systems  A Notice of 

Non-Compliance shall be issued and copies provided to the property owner and 

the County Department within thirty fifteen days under the following conditions: 

A. A failed ISTS SSTS, not considered an imminent threat to public health or 

safety, shall be upgraded, replaced, repaired or discontinued use in 

compliance with this Ordinance, as applicable within five (5), three years. 

B. Existing “Local” SSTS that are failing to protect groundwater in non 

SWF/Floodplain Areas:  SSTS built before April 1, 1996 outside of 

protected areas designated as floodplain areas, shoreland areas, 

wellhead protection areas, or areas where SSTS provide sewage 

treatment for food, beverage, or lodging establishments shall have at least 

two feet of vertical separation between the bottom of the dispersal system 

and seasonal saturation or bedrock per MN Rules 7080.0060 Subp 3. 

Existing systems with less than two feet of vertical separation in these 

areas may fail to protect groundwater, are unlawful and shall be upgraded, 

replaced, or its use discontinued within three years of the owner’s receipt 

of a Notice of Noncompliance.  The notice should specify what Ordinance 

provisions are violated. 

C. An ISTS SSTS posing an imminent threat to public health or safety shall 

be upgraded, replaced or repaired, or discontinued use within ten months. 

D. Existing “Local” systems built outside of the protected areas designated as 

floodplain areas, shoreland areas, wellhead protection areas, or areas 

where SSTS provide sewage treatment for food, beverage, or lodging 

establishments and determined to be an imminent threat to public health 

or safety in accordance with MN Rules, Chapter 7080.1500,  Subp 4A, are 

unlawful and shall be upgraded, replaced, or its use discontinued within 

ten months of the owner’s receipt of a Notice of Noncompliance.  The 

notice should specify what Ordinance provisions are violated. 

E. The owner(s) shall submit to the Department an acceptable replacement 

plan within twenty days after notification by the Department.  The 

replacement plan shall identify the location and design of the ISTS SSTS 
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and a schedule for its replacement.  Failure to submit and execute an 

acceptable replacement plan is a violation of this Ordinance. 

5.33  Scope of Certification 

A certification of an existing system is valid for three years from the certification 

date.  A certification for a new system is valid for five years from the certification 

date.  The Department may not require recertification of a ISTS SSTS within 

three years for an existing system or five years for a new system, from the 

certification date Certificates are valid providing the system does not fail or 

become and imminent public health threat or other cause as deemed appropriate 

by the Department. 

5.40 NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS 

5.41  Cause to Issue a Notice of Violation  Unresolved and either separate, 

recurrent, or continuing violations of this Ordinance by an applicant, permittee, 

installer or other persons, as determined by inspection, re-inspection, or 

investigations shall constitute non-conformance or non-compliance with this 

Ordinance. 

5.42  Serving a Notice of Violation  A Notice of Violation shall be served by 

mail upon the applicant, permittee, installer or other person found to be in 

violation of this Ordinance. 

5.43  Contents of a Notice of Violation  A Notice of Violation shall contain the 

following:   

A. A statement documenting the findings of fact through inspections, re-

inspections or investigations. 

B. A list of specific violations of this Ordinance. 

C. The specific requirements for correction or removal of said violations. 

D. A mandatory time schedule for correction, removal and compliance with 

this Ordinance. 

E. Specific enforcement actions that will be taken if corrective action is not 

completed. 

5.44  State Notification of Violations  Any inspection, installation, design, 

construction, alteration, or repair of a ISTS SSTS by a licensed person business 

or any pumping and disposal of septage by a licensed pumper maintainer 

business or hauler done in violation of the provisions of this Ordinance may be 

cause for notification to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

SUBDIVISION 6  HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
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6.10 ADDITIONAL STANDARDS: The following standards shall also apply. 

 6.11  Separation Distances 

A. The separation distance from a well to a ISTS SSTS shall be at least fifty 

feet or as specified in M.S. 3011, Minnesota Rules Chapter 4725, as 

amended. 

B. The separation distances from ISTS SSTS to designated lakes and rivers 

shall be identified in the Pennington County Shoreland Ordinance. 

6.12  Maintenance 

A. The owner of a ISTS  SSTS or the owner’s agent shall regularly, but in no 

case less frequently than every three years, measure or remove the 

accumulations of scum and sludge in the septic tank and is responsible for 

full maintenance of the ISTS SSTS as indicated by Minnesota Rules 

Chapter 7080.0175. 

B. Management plans for all new or replacement SSTS shall be provided by 

the licensed designer.  The plans shall include operating, monitoring and 

maintenance requirements for the new or replacement system. 

Homeowners are required every three years to maintain their sewage tank 

per instructions in 7080.2450 Subp 2. 

6.13  Alternative and Experimental Systems  This subdivision hereby adopts 

by reference Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080.0910, Alternative and Experimental 

Systems. (Repealed) 

6.13  Abandonment of SSTS  All systems with no future intent for use must be 

abandoned in accordance with MN Rules, Chapter 7080.0176. 

6.20 SEPTAGE DISPOSAL AND TREATMENT 

6.21  Separation Requirements for Land Application of Septage  Domestic 

septage disposal and treatment standards shall comply with US Environmental 

Protection Agency rules as found in the CFR40 Part 503 entitled “Standards for 

the Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge,” and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

Chapter 7080 rules.   

A.  Land Spreading Location  Spreading sites shall be located such that the 

following minimum separation distances are maintained: 

1. Private water wells   200 Feet 
2. Municipal well    1000 Feet 
3. Occupied dwellings   200 Feet 
4. Commercial developments  300 600 Feet 
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5. Recreational areas   300 600 Feet 
6. Property lines    50 Feet 
7. Public road right-of-ways   50 Feet 
8. Public and private ditches  25 Feet 

B. Separation from Surface Waters  Septage shall not be land spread in 

designated Shoreland Management Areas as identified in the Pennington 

County Shoreland Ordinance. 

SUBDIVISION 7  LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 

7.10 SITE EVALUATORS, DESIGNERS, INSTALLERS, INSPECTORS, AND   

MAINTAINERS 

No person or business shall engage in the evaluation, inspection, design, installation, 

construction, alteration, extension, repair, maintenance, or pumping of on-site 

subsurface sewage treatment systems in Pennington County without first obtaining a 

license to perform such tasks from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

7.20 LICENSE EXEMPTION 

A license is not required for: 

A. An individual who is constructing a system on land that is owned or leased 

by the individual and functions solely as a dwelling or seasonal dwelling 

for that individual.  A design is required from based upon a design 

developed in consultation with a SSTS licensed designer.  The system 

must be inspected in accordance with Subdivision 5.20 of this Ordinance. 

A Certificate of Compliance or Notice of Non-compliance must be issued 

for the system by a licensed inspector. 

B. An individual who performs labor or services under a licensee. 

C. A farmer who pumps sewage waste from individual subsurface sewage 

treatment systems from dwellings or other establishments that are owned 

or leased by the farmer and disposes of those wastes on land that is 

owned or leased by the farmer. 

D. A property owner who personally gathers information, evaluates, or 

investigates the ISTS SSTS on or serving the property to provide a 

disclosure. 

SUBDIVISION 8 ENFORCEMENT AND REGULATION 

8.10 ENFORCEMENT 
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8.11  Violations  Any person, firm, corporation or other entity who violates any of 

the  provisions of this Ordinance or who makes any false statement on a 

Certificate of Compliance, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by 

imprisonment or a fine or both as defined by law. 

8.12  County Attorney Action  In the event of a violation of this Ordinance, in 

addition to other remedies, the County Attorney may institute appropriate actions 

or proceedings to prevent, restrain, correct or abate such violations. 

5.12 8.13 Access to Premises and Records  Upon request of the Department, 

the applicant, permittee, or any other person shall allow access at any 

reasonable time to the affected premises as well as any related records, for the 

purpose of regulating and enforcing this Ordinance. 

5.13 8.14 Interference Prohibited  No person shall hinder or otherwise interfere 

with the Department in the performance of their duties and responsibilities 

pursuant to this Ordinance.  Refusal to allow the Department reasonable access 

to the Department property shall be deemed a separate and distinct offense, 

whether or not any other specific violations are cited. 

5.30 8.15 Stop Work Orders  Whenever any work is being done conducted 

contrary to the provisions of this Ordinance, the Department may order the work 

stopped by verbal or written notice personally served upon the installer or owner. 

Authorization to proceed is received from the Department. 
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Date of Effect: 

This amended ordinance shall be in effect from and after its passage and approval, as 

provided by law. 

 

Passed and approved the ______ day of _____________, 2014. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

Chairman, Pennington County Board of Commissioners 

 

Attest: __________________________, County Auditor 
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  Wetland Delineation Report 

 

Pennington County Wetland Bank Site 

T. 153 N., R. 40 W., Sec 34 

Pennington County, MN 

 

Prepared for: 

Bryan Malone 

Pennington SWCD 

201 Sherwood Avenue South 

Thief River Falls, MN 56701 

 

Prepared by: 

West Central Environmental Consultants, Inc. 

14 Green River Road 

Morris, MN 56267 

 

 

January 8, 2014 

WCEC Project No. 13-9815-30 

 



 

1.0 Introduction  

 

West Central Environmental Consultants, Inc. (WCEC) was retained by Pennington County – Soil and 

Water Conservation District (hereinafter, “Applicant”) to complete a wetland delineation in Pennington 

County, Minnesota. The delineation area is located along the east bank of the Red Lake River in the NW 

¼ of Section 34, of T. 153 N., R. 40 W. (Figure 1). The purpose of the wetland delineation was to 

determine the area of wetland created for a proposed wetland bank. WCEC was on-site to conduct the 

wetland delineation on October 2-4, 2013. The area was experiencing a drier than average period for 

this time of year. Several days of dry, clear weather preceded the delineation; however, light to heavy 

precipitation occurred during each of the three day delineation event. The results of the delineation are 

included in this wetland delineation report.    

 

2.0 Site Details and Methods 

 

On October 2-4, 2013, WCEC delineated an area 101.73 acres in size.  Historically, the site has been used 

for agriculture.  Two ditches and spoil piles were created to control the site hydrology during the 

growing season.  The ditches and spoil piles comprised of 2.50 acres and 2.99 acres, respectively, of the 

total acreage.  Also, three Type 3 Wetlands, totaling 1.30 acres in size, were located on the site prior to 

the restoration.  The acreages for the pre-existing ditches, spoil piles, and Type 3 Wetlands are in 

addition to, and not included in, the wetland and upland acreages discussed below. 

 

WCEC utilized an online resource from the University of Minnesota to calculate the antecedent 

precipitation for Pennington County at the time of the site visit.  The site location was drier than normal 

for the time of year.  Antecedent precipitation calculations are included as Appendix C. 

 

Wetlands present within the above referenced property were identified and delineated using the 

procedures described in the Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act, the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) 

Manual for Identifying and Delineating Wetlands, 1987 edition, and the Interim Regional Supplement to 

the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Great Plains Region. This method utilizes the 

standard multi-parameter approach (vegetation, hydrology, and soils) for wetland identification as 

outlined in the Corps of Engineers Wetland Determination Data Forms.  In general, an area is considered 

a wetland if Hydrophytic Vegetation, Wetland Hydrology and Hydric Soils are present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Location (T.R.Sec. ¼): T. 153 N., R. 40 W., Sec. 34 

(Figure 1) 

ACOE Delineation Method: Routine Level 3 

  

Resources used:  

USFWS NWI ☒ (Figure 5) 
NRCS Web Soil Survey ☒(Appendix A) 
MN DNR PWI ☒(Figure 6) 
USGS  Topo ☒(Figure 1) 
Aerial photos ☒ 
National wetland plant list ☒ 

 

WCEC’s wetland delineation followed the ACOE procedure for identifying wetland boundaries by 

completing the appropriate number of transects, investigating the required wetland criteria, and 

identifying the boundary between the wetland and upland.  A soil sampling auger or tiling shovel was 

used to complete soil sampling plots and check the soils and hydrology at periodic intervals throughout 

the delineated boundary to confirm accuracy and/or adjust the boundary accordingly.  

 

Wetland boundaries were geolocated using sub-meter accuracy global positioning systems (GPS) and 

incorporated within a geographic information system (GIS) using ArcGIS 10.0 GIS software.  The site 

survey data is being used to aid in site planning. 

 

3.0 Results and Discussion 

 

 

 

Upland 

Location and Transect: T1-Upland, T2-Upland (Figure 3a) 

Size: 6.17 acres, 268,631 ft
2
 

Type(s): Upland 

Dominant Vegetation: Smooth Brome, Big Bluestem, Little Bluestem 

Source of Hydrology: Runoff from precipitation events and snowmelt 

Dominant Soil: Loam  

Hydric Soil Indicator: No Hydric Soil Indicator was identified 

USDA Soil Type: Kratka fine sandy loam; Reiner fine sandy loam; Smiley loam (Appendix A) 

NWI Classification: None (Figure 5) 

Consistent with NWI No wetland identified by NWI in this location 

Consistent with Soil 

Survey 

Consistent with components of soil descriptions identified in the USDA Soil 

Survey (Appendix A, Appendix B) 

Watershed: Major: Red Lake River; Minor: Red Lake River 

Notes:  



 

 

Wetland 1 

Location and Transect: T1-Wetland, T2-Wetland, E1, E2, A1 (Figure 3b) 

Size: 23.05 acres, 1,004,011 ft
2
 

Type(s): Type 2 – Wet to Wet-Mesic Prairie 

Dominant Vegetation: Big Bluestem, Little Bluestem, Kentucky Bluegrass, Tessock Sedge, Reed 

Canary Grass 

Source of Hydrology: Runoff and perched water table from precipitation events and snowmelt 

Dominant Soil: Loam  

Hydric Soil Indicator: Depleted Below Dark Surface 

USDA Soil Type: Borup Loam; Fluvaquents, frequently flooded-Hapludolls complex; Kratka 

fine sandy loam; Smiley loam (Appendix A) 

NWI Classification: None (Figure 5) 

Consistent with NWI No wetland identified by NWI in this location 

Consistent with Soil 

Survey 

Consistent with components of soil descriptions identified in the USDA Soil 

Survey (Appendix A, Appendix B) 

Watershed: Major: Red Lake River; Minor: Red Lake River 

Notes: • Type 2 Wetlands were identified along the east and west portions of 

the site. 

Wetland 2 

Location and Transect: B1, F1 (Figure 3c) 

Size: 4.60 acres, 200,443 ft
2
 

Type(s): Type 3 – Shallow Marsh 

Dominant Vegetation: Reed Canary Grass, Spotted Water-hemlock, Giant Reed Grass, Lesser 

Duckweed 

Source of Hydrology: Runoff and perched water table from precipitation events and snowmelt 

Dominant Soil: Muck and Loam  

Hydric Soil Indicator: Black histic 

USDA Soil Type: Borup Loam; Fluvaquents, frequently flooded-Hapludolls complex 

(Appendix A) 

NWI Classification: PEMCd (Figure 5) 

Consistent with NWI The identified wetlands were consistent with the NWI classification 

Consistent with Soil 

Survey 

Consistent with components of soil descriptions identified in the USDA Soil 

Survey (Appendix A, Appendix B) 

Watershed: Major: Red Lake River; Minor: Red Lake River 

Notes: • Four Type 3 Wetlands were identified along the west portion of the 

site.   

• Before restoring the site, three small Type 3 Wetlands existed at the 

site.  The area of the pre-existing wetlands increased following site 

restoration. The pre-existing wetlands totaled 1.30 acres; this is in 

addition to the 4.60 acres created after the restoration. 



 

 

 

Wetland 3 

Location and Transect: C1 (Figure 3d) 

Size: 57.74 acres, 2,515,218.5 ft
2
 

Type(s): Type 6 – Shrub Swamp 

Dominant Vegetation: Sandbar Willow, Sphagnum Moss, Kentucky Bluestem, Reed Canary Grass 

Source of Hydrology: Runoff and perched water table from precipitation events and snowmelt 

Dominant Soil: Loam  

Hydric Soil Indicator: Depleted Below Dark Surface 

USDA Soil Type: Borup Loam; Fluvaquents, frequently flooded-Hapludolls complex; Kratka 

fine sandy loam; Smiley loam (Appendix A) 

NWI Classification: PEMC (Figure 5) 

Consistent with NWI The identified wetland was consistent with the NWI classification 

Consistent with Soil 

Survey 

Consistent with components of soil descriptions identified in the USDA Soil 

Survey (Appendix A, Appendix B) 

Watershed: Major: Red Lake River; Minor: Red Lake River 

Notes: • A large Type 6 Wetland was identified within the center portion of 

the site. 

• Two man-made ditches and spoil piles existed before the site 

restoration.  The ditches and spoil piles totaled 5.00 acres; this is in 

addition to the 57.01 acres created after the restoration. 

Wetland 4 

Location and Transect: D1 (Figure 3e) 

Size: 3.38 acres, 147,230 ft
2
 

Type(s): Type 7 – Hardwood forest 

Dominant Vegetation: Quaking Aspen, Green Ash, Bur Oak, Reed Canary Grass, Prairie Rose 

Source of Hydrology: Runoff and perched water table from precipitation events and snowmelt 

Dominant Soil: Loam  

Hydric Soil Indicator: Depleted Below Dark Surface 

USDA Soil Type: Reiner fine sandy loam; Smiley loam (Appendix A) 

NWI Classification: None (Figure 5) 

Consistent with NWI No wetland identified by NWI in this location 

Consistent with Soil 

Survey 

Consistent with components of soil descriptions identified in the USDA Soil 

Survey (Appendix A, Appendix B) 

Watershed: Major: Red Lake River; Minor: Red Lake River 

Notes: • A large Type 6 Wetland was identified within the center portion of 

the site. 

• A man-made spoil pile existed before the site restoration.  The spoil 

pile totaled 0.49 acres; this is in addition to the 57.74 acres created 

after the restoration. 



 

To confirm delineation accuracy, two sampling transects (T1-Upland/T1-Wetland and T2-Upland/T2-

Wetland) and one verification location (E2) were completed along the wetland boundary and provide 

increased sample density.  Also, at least one sampling point completed in each plant community type. 

Specifics of observed vegetation, hydrology and soil characteristics were placed on the Army Corps of 

Engineers (ACOE) Wetland Determination Data Forms for Routine Determination (Appendix B).  As an 

additional elevation source, WCEC mapped the delineation boundary on a Minnesota LiDAR elevation 

base map (Figure 4).  Photos of the site are included in Appendix E.   

 

Upland: One large upland type was located along the northeast portion of the site. The upland plant 

communities are classified as prairie grassland. Most of the delineation boundary is in this plant 

community type.  

4.0 Summary 

 

On October 2-4, WCEC delineated an area 101.73 acres in size.  The majority of the site was observed to 

be wetland (Figure 2, Figure 4).  Four wetland types were identified and 1 upland area (Figure 3a-e).  

The source of hydrology for the wetland communities is from the perched water table, precipitation and 

runoff.  These wetlands meet the wetland criteria outlined in the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) 

Manual for Identifying and Delineating Wetlands, 1987 edition, and the Interim Regional Supplement to 

the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Great Plains Region.  

 

Pennington County intends to preserve the site as a Wetland Bank.  The purpose of the wetland 

delineation was to identify wetland locations and types prior to final approval of Bank status. 

 

This report outlines the professional observations and recommendations of West Central Environmental 

Consultants.  No warranty is intended or implied.  If you have any questions regarding this report, or 

would like additional information, please feel free to contact me at 320-589-2039.     

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Christopher T. Lesmeister 

Project Manager 
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Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act 

Notice of Decision 
 

Local Government Unit (LGU) 

Pennington County 
Address 

P.O. Box 616 

Thief River Falls, MN  56701 

 

1. PROJECT INFORMATION 
Applicant Name 

Pennington County 

Project Name 

Wetland Bank Site 
Date of 

Application 

1/7/14 

Application 

Number 

14-01 

 Attach site locator map. 

 

Type of Decision: 

 Wetland Boundary or Type                  No-Loss                  Exemption                  Sequencing 

                                  Replacement Plan                                  Banking Plan 

 

Technical Evaluation Panel Findings and Recommendation (if any): 

 Approve                                           Approve with conditions                                           Deny  

Summary (or attach): Pennington County owns 109.17 acres in Section 34 of Highlanding Township.  It 

is in the floodplain of the Red Lake River.  They have restored wetlands with a goal to establish a wetland 

bank on this property.  A delineation was completed on October 2-4, 2013 by West Central 

Environmental Consultants, Inc.  After approval of the delineation, a deposit will be made into a wetland 

bank account with BWSR. 

 

2. LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT DECISION 

Date of Decision: 2/11/14 

 Approved                              Approved with conditions (include below)                            Denied  

LGU Findings and Conclusions (attach additional sheets as necessary): 

For Replacement Plans using credits from the State Wetland Bank: 

The TEP met Chris Lesmeister of West Central Environmental Consultants, Inc. on site during the 

delineation to review the area and delineated wetland boundaries.  The delineation documents have been 

reviewed and determined that the boundaries and documentation were accurate.   
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Bank Account # 

      

Bank Service Area 

      
County 

      

Credits Approved for 

Withdrawal (sq. ft. or nearest .01 

acre) 

      

 

Replacement Plan Approval Conditions.  In addition to any conditions specified by the LGU, the 

approval of a Wetland Replacement Plan is conditional upon the following: 

 Financial Assurance: For project-specific replacement that is not in-advance, a financial 

assurance specified by the LGU must be submitted to the LGU in accordance with MN Rule 

8420.0522, Subp. 9 (List amount and type in LGU Findings). 

 Deed Recording: For project-specific replacement, evidence must be provided to the LGU that 

the BWSR “Declaration of Restrictions and Covenants” and “Consent to Replacement Wetland” 

forms have been filed with the county recorder’s office in which the replacement wetland is located. 

 Credit Withdrawal: For replacement consisting of wetland bank credits, confirmation that 

BWSR has withdrawn the credits from the state wetland bank as specified in the approved 

replacement plan. 

Wetlands may not be impacted until all applicable conditions have been met! 
 

LGU Authorized Signature: 

Signing and mailing of this completed form to the appropriate recipients in accordance with 8420.0255, 

Subp. 5 provides notice that a decision was made by the LGU under the Wetland Conservation Act as 

specified above.  If additional details on the decision exist, they have been provided to the landowner and 

are available from the LGU upon request. 

Name 

Neil Peterson 

Title 

Pennington County Board Chair 

Signature 

 
Date 

2/11/14 

Phone Number and E-mail 

218-681-7000 

ktolson@co.pennington.mn.us 

 

THIS DECISION ONLY APPLIES TO THE MINNESOTA WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT.  

Additional approvals or permits from local, state, and federal agencies may be required.  Check with all 

appropriate authorities before commencing work in or near wetlands.   

Applicants proceed at their own risk if work authorized by this decision is started before the time period 

for appeal (30 days) has expired. If this decision is reversed or revised under appeal, the applicant may be 

responsible for restoring or replacing all wetland impacts.  

This decision is valid for three years from the date of decision unless a longer period is advised by the 

TEP and specified in this notice of decision. 

 

 

3. APPEAL OF THIS DECISION 
Pursuant to MN Rule 8420.0905, any appeal of this decision can only be commenced by mailing a 

petition for appeal, including applicable fee, within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of the mailing of 

this Notice to the following as indicated:  

Check one: 

  Appeal of an LGU staff decision.  Send 

petition and $      fee (if applicable) to: 

      

      

      

      

 Appeal of LGU governing body decision.  Send 

petition and $500 filing fee to: 

    Executive Director 

    Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 

    520 Lafayette Road North 

    St. Paul, MN 55155 
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4. LIST OF ADDRESSEES 

  SWCD TEP member: Bryan Malone 

  BWSR TEP member: Steve Hofstad 

  LGU TEP member (if different than LGU Contact): Mike Flaagan 

  DNR TEP member: Stephanie Klamm 

  DNR Regional Office: Nathan Kestner 

  WD or WMO (if applicable): Myron Jesme 

  Applicant and Landowner:   

  Members of the public who requested notice: 

             

             

             

  Corps of Engineers Project Manager:  Larry Puchalski 

  BWSR Wetland Bank Coordinator (wetland bank plan decisions only) 

 

 

5. MAILING INFORMATION 

 For a list of BWSR TEP representatives: www.bwsr.state.mn.us/aboutbwsr/workareas/WCA_areas.pdf 

 For a list of DNR TEP representatives: www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wca/DNR_TEP_contacts.pdf 

 Department of Natural Resources Regional Offices: 
NW Region: 

Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 

Div. Ecol. Resources 

2115 Birchmont Beach Rd. 

NE 

Bemidji, MN  56601 

NE Region: 

Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 

Div. Ecol. Resources 

1201 E. Hwy. 2 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Central Region: 

Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 

Div. Ecol. Resources 

1200 Warner Road 

St. Paul, MN  55106 

Southern Region: 

Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 

Div. Ecol. Resources 

261 Hwy. 15 South 

New Ulm, MN  56073 

For a map of DNR Administrative Regions, see: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/dnr_regions.pdf 

 For a list of Corps of Project Managers: www.mvp.usace.army.mil/regulatory/default.asp?pageid=687    

or send to: 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

St. Paul District, ATTN: OP-R 

180 Fifth St. East, Suite 700 

  St. Paul, MN 55101-1678 

 For Wetland Bank Plan applications, also send a copy of the application to: 

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 

       Wetland Bank Coordinator 

       520 Lafayette Road North 

       St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

6. ATTACHMENTS 

In addition to the site locator map, list any other attachments: 

  site plan 

  application 

        

        

        

 

 

http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/aboutbwsr/workareas/WCA_areas.pdf
http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wca/DNR_TEP_contacts.pdf
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/dnr_regions.pdf
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/regulatory/default.asp?pageid=687


































 

 

 

 
Commission Meeting 

February 11, 2014 

 

 

 

1. Advertise Fuel, Equipment Rental & Culverts 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Hearings 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Bray Township Roads 

 Hearing 

 

 

 

4. Other 















TOBACCO USE 

Tobacco use is strictly prohibited in buildings, vehicles, and property owned, leased, or operated 

by Pennington County.  Employee violation of this policy will result in discipline up to and 

including termination of employment. Supervisors and department heads shall have discretion in 

policy enforcement. 

 

 

DRESS CODE AND GROOMING POLICY 

What you wear to work projects an image to the public.  Every employee is expected to present a 

positive image through a neat, clean appearance and attire appropriate to their job. Supervisors 

and department heads shall have discretion in policy enforcement. 

 

 

PERSONAL HYGIENE/SCENTS 

Employees should report to work free of body odor, excessive perfume/cologne, tobacco odor, 

etc.  Scented candles, air fresheners, etc. in work areas are discouraged as co-workers may be 

sensitive or allergic. Supervisors and department heads shall have discretion in policy 

enforcement. 

 

PERSONAL SPACE HEATERS 

Personal space heaters are allowed at work stations provided they are UL-Approved, plugged 

directly into a wall outlet, and unplugged after work each day.  Employees should position and 

use such heaters with extreme caution to minimize the risk of fire.  If use of such heater(s) causes 

electrical problems, such as tripped circuits, their use in that area will be discontinued.  

Supervisors and department heads shall have discretion in policy enforcement. 
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3 Board County CommissionersDEPT

ASSOCIATION MINNESOTA COUNTIES1308

01-003-000-0000-6241 BALANCE 2014 ANNUAL DUES 38522 DUES - BOARD

ASSOCIATION MINNESOTA COUNTIES Transactions1308

HUGOS #78014

01-003-000-0000-6330 FOOD FOR MEETING TRAVEL & EXPENSE

01-003-000-0000-6330 FOOD FOR MEETING 1155 TRAVEL & EXPENSE

HUGOS #7 Transactions8014

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES9017

01-003-000-0000-6210 HOSTED EXCHAGE - FEB 757682 E-MAIL SERVICES

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES Transactions9017

NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY14321

01-003-000-0000-6820 1ST QTR 2014 ALLOCATION PEN 1Q14 NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY

NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY Transactions14321

PETERSON/NEIL16362

01-003-000-0000-6330 JANUARY MILEAGE TRAVEL & EXPENSE

PETERSON/NEIL Transactions16362

SWANSON/OLIVER (SKIP)19048

01-003-000-0000-6330 JANUARY MILEAGE TRAVEL & EXPENSE

SWANSON/OLIVER (SKIP) Transactions19048

THE TIMES20027

01-003-000-0000-6231 LINE PROCEEDINGS PUBLISHING - BOARD

THE TIMES Transactions20027

3 Board County Commissioners 7 Vendors 8 TransactionsDEPT Total:

11 District CourtDEPT

SATHER LAW LTD19326

01-011-000-0000-6261 ATTNY FEES 57-PR-13-291 COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEYS

01-011-000-0000-6261 ATTNY FEES 57-FA-07-1487 COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEYS

01-011-000-0000-6261 ATTNY FEES 57-F3-98-50157 COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEYS

01-011-000-0000-6261 57-F3-98-827 COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEYS

Pennington County Financial System
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SATHER LAW LTD Transactions19326

11 District Court 1 Vendors 4 TransactionsDEPT Total:

16 Law LibraryDEPT

MINNESOTA STATE LAW LIBRARY13337

01-016-000-0000-6242 LAW LIBRARY PROGRAM CONTRACT SUBSCRIPTIONS - LAW LIBRARY

MINNESOTA STATE LAW LIBRARY Transactions13337

16 Law Library 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

41 County AuditorDEPT

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES9017

01-041-000-0000-6210 HOSTED EXCHAGE - FEB 757682 E-MAIL SERVICES

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES Transactions9017

41 County Auditor 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

61 ElectionDEPT

SYNERGY GRAPHICS INC19303

01-061-000-0000-6262 BALLOT PRINTING - ROCKSBURY 4840 OTHER SERVICES - ELECTIONS

SYNERGY GRAPHICS INC Transactions19303

61 Election 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

70 Data ProcessingDEPT

D & T VENTURES4310

01-070-000-0000-6301 PROPERTY TAX WEBSITE SUPPORT 295286 MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

D & T VENTURES Transactions4310

HEPPNER CONSULTING8125

01-070-000-0000-6263 WEBSITE UPDATES 2249 COMPUTER SERVICES - DP

HEPPNER CONSULTING Transactions8125

INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORPORATION9021

01-070-000-0000-6301 2014 IMAGING MAINTENANCE 23414 MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

Pennington County Financial System
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORPORATION Transactions9021

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES9017

01-070-000-0000-6210 HOSTED EXCHAGE - FEB 757682 E-MAIL SERVICES

01-070-000-0000-6210 HOSTED EXCHAGE - FEB 757682 E-MAIL SERVICES

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES Transactions9017

70 Data Processing 4 Vendors 5 TransactionsDEPT Total:

91 County AttorneyDEPT

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES9017

01-091-000-0000-6210 HOSTED EXCHAGE - FEB 757682 E-MAIL SERVICES

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES Transactions9017

MCMILLIN/JANELLE13321

01-091-000-0000-6262 TRANSCRIPT 57-JV-13-471 OTHER SERVICES

MCMILLIN/JANELLE Transactions13321

MINNESOTA CLE13341

01-091-000-0000-6241 MN STATE BAR ASSOCIATION DUES

MINNESOTA CLE Transactions13341

91 County Attorney 3 Vendors 3 TransactionsDEPT Total:

101 County RecorderDEPT

MINNESOTA STATE TREASURER13322

01-101-000-0000-6801 REGISTERED LAND MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE - RECORDER

01-101-000-0000-6827 MARRIAGE SURCHARGE STATE SURCHARGES

01-101-000-0000-6827 RECORDER & REGISTRAR STATE SURCHARGES

01-101-000-0000-6829 CHILDREN'S SURCHARGE CHILDREN SURCHARGE MN - RECORDER

01-101-000-0000-6831 BIRTH/DEATH SURCHARGE

01-101-000-0000-6848 BIRTH RECORD SURCHARGE BIRTH DEFECT SURCHARGE

MINNESOTA STATE TREASURER Transactions13322

101 County Recorder 1 Vendors 6 TransactionsDEPT Total:

106 County AssessorDEPT

BRUZEK/CARL2322

Pennington County Financial System
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01-106-000-0000-6330 ASSESSING JANUARY TRAVEL & EXPENSE

BRUZEK/CARL Transactions2322

NELSON/MICHELLE14301

01-106-000-0000-6330 ASSESSING JANUARY TRAVEL & EXPENSE

NELSON/MICHELLE Transactions14301

NWMAP14334

01-106-000-0000-6241 2014 NWMAP 2014 DUES DUES - ASSESSOR

NWMAP Transactions14334

OLSON/ADELINE15302

01-106-000-0000-6241 REGION 8 DUES DUES - ASSESSOR

01-106-000-0000-6330 MILEAGE - REGION MTG - ERSKINE TRAVEL & EXPENSE

OLSON/ADELINE Transactions15302

106 County Assessor 4 Vendors 5 TransactionsDEPT Total:

111 CourthouseDEPT

ACE HARDWARE1011

01-111-000-0000-6300 TAPE, PUTTY KNIFE, WOOD PUTTY 191751 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

01-111-000-0000-6300 DREMEL CUTTER, KEY 191872 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

01-111-000-0000-6300 LIQUID WRENCH, BOLTS 191882 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

01-111-000-0000-6300 RETURN DREMEL CUTTER BIT 191882 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

ACE HARDWARE Transactions1011

111 Courthouse 1 Vendors 4 TransactionsDEPT Total:

132 Motor VehicleDEPT

MARCO, INC13498

01-132-000-0000-6301 105437 MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT INV1792365 MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

MARCO, INC Transactions13498

132 Motor Vehicle 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

201 SheriffDEPT

AUTO VALUE1364

01-201-000-0000-6631 #6 MIRROR GLUE 31425 FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT

Pennington County Financial System
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

AUTO VALUE Transactions1364

CELLTECH COMMUNICATIONS INC3002

01-201-000-0000-6405 PHONE - RAY 15769 GENERAL SUPPLIES

01-201-000-0000-6405 PHONE - BLAIZE 15789 GENERAL SUPPLIES

CELLTECH COMMUNICATIONS INC Transactions3002

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES4313

01-201-000-0000-6304 REGISTRATION EXPEDITION REPAIR & MAINTENANCE - SQUADS

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES Transactions4313

FARMERS UNION OIL6006

01-201-000-0000-6560 GAS SQUADS JANUARY GAS & DIESEL

FARMERS UNION OIL Transactions6006

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES9017

01-201-000-0000-6210 HOSTED EXCHAGE - FEB 757682 E-MAIL SERVICES

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES Transactions9017

MINNESOTA STATE PATROL999999997

01-201-000-0000-6405 RADAR (3) GENERAL SUPPLIES

MINNESOTA STATE PATROL Transactions999999997

OIL BOYZ EXPRESS LUBE15329

01-201-000-0000-6304 #1 OIL CHANGE 105256 REPAIR & MAINTENANCE - SQUADS

OIL BOYZ EXPRESS LUBE Transactions15329

THE TIMES20027

01-201-000-0000-6401 FORMS 284 SUPPLIES

01-201-000-0000-6801 ADS STS PT DEPUTY 284 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE

THE TIMES Transactions20027

201 Sheriff 8 Vendors 10 TransactionsDEPT Total:

206 County CoronerDEPT

UND FORENSIC PATHOLOGY21338

01-206-000-0000-6262 AUTOPSY A14-001 OTHER SERVICES-CORONER

UND FORENSIC PATHOLOGY Transactions21338

Pennington County Financial System
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206 County Coroner 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

219 Law Enforcement Center BuildingDEPT

ACE HARDWARE1011

01-219-000-0000-6300 ANCHOR  L BASE BIT 189955 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

01-219-000-0000-6300 BOLTS, WASHERS 191610 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

01-219-000-0000-6300 PIPES, ELBOW, VENT 191833 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

ACE HARDWARE Transactions1011

ACE RENT-ALL1314

01-219-000-0000-6300 HAMMERDRILL REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

ACE RENT-ALL Transactions1314

DAKOTA FIRE PROTECTION INC4340

01-219-000-0000-6300 ANNUAL SPRINKLER INSPECT - LEC 12584 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

DAKOTA FIRE PROTECTION INC Transactions4340

HONEYWELL,INC8305

01-219-000-0000-6300 REPLACE THERMOSTATS 538829 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

HONEYWELL,INC Transactions8305

LEE PLUMBING & HEATING12037

01-219-000-0000-6300 REPAIR SINK & DRINKING FOUNTAI 64890 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

LEE PLUMBING & HEATING Transactions12037

219 Law Enforcement Center Building 5 Vendors 7 TransactionsDEPT Total:

220 Law Enforcement - SharedDEPT

HEARTLAND PAPER CO8385

01-220-000-0000-6403 AP TRASH BAGS 339258 JANITORIAL SUPPLIES-LEC SHARE

01-220-000-0000-6403 AP ASEPTIC LOTION CLEANER 362932 JANITORIAL SUPPLIES-LEC SHARE

HEARTLAND PAPER CO Transactions8385

ZEE MEDICAL SERVICE26302

01-220-000-0000-6801 ANTACID, PURELL, DILOTAB 69239 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE

ZEE MEDICAL SERVICE Transactions26302

Pennington County Financial System



ANGIE

COMMISSIONER'S VOUCHERS ENTRIESCounty Revenue1

Account/Formula

Copyright 2010 Integrated Financial Systems

 3:55PM2/7/14

369.17

29.38 1

187.50 1

241.52 1

130.19 1

588.59

44.83 1

150.77 1

195.60

46.25 1

29.38128

187.50137

241.52133

130.19124

44.832

150.77122

46.258

Page 8
Audit List for Board

Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
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220 Law Enforcement - Shared 2 Vendors 3 TransactionsDEPT Total:

251 JailDEPT

ACE HARDWARE1011

01-251-000-0000-6300 PENCIL SHARPENER 189366 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

ACE HARDWARE Transactions1011

DAKOTA FIRE PROTECTION INC4340

01-251-000-0000-6300 ANNUAL SPRINKLER INSPECT-ANNEX 12584 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

DAKOTA FIRE PROTECTION INC Transactions4340

FASTENAL COMPANY6349

01-251-000-0000-6300 ANNEX REPAIR MNR0560426 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

FASTENAL COMPANY Transactions6349

GORDY'S PLUMBING7393

01-251-000-0000-6300 REPLACE WATER HEATER ELEMENT 1127 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

GORDY'S PLUMBING Transactions7393

251 Jail 4 Vendors 4 TransactionsDEPT Total:

255 Sentenced To Serve ProgramDEPT

BREDESON SUPPLY2050

01-255-000-0000-6405 AP TONER CARTRIDGE 956840 GENERAL SUPPLIES - S.T.S.

BREDESON SUPPLY Transactions2050

FARMERS UNION OIL6006

01-255-000-0000-6330 GAS/STS JANUARY TRAVEL & EXPENSE

FARMERS UNION OIL Transactions6006

255 Sentenced To Serve Program 2 Vendors 2 TransactionsDEPT Total:

271 Crime Victim Emergency ServiceDEPT

HUGOS #78014

01-271-000-0000-6262 FOOD FOR TRIAL 1155 OTHER SERVICES - A.E.S.

HUGOS #7 Transactions8014

Pennington County Financial System
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271 Crime Victim Emergency Service 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

290 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENTDEPT

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES9017

01-290-000-0000-6210 HOSTED EXCHAGE - FEB 757682 E-MAIL SERVICES

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGIES Transactions9017

290 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

501 AuditoriumDEPT

ACE HARDWARE1011

01-501-000-0000-6403 3 BROOMS 191741 JANITORIAL SUPPLIES

ACE HARDWARE Transactions1011

501 Auditorium 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

601 County ExtensionDEPT

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE3323

01-601-000-0000-6240 2014 MEMBERSHIP 11922 SUBSCRIPTIONS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Transactions3323

INCONTACT  INC9304

01-601-000-0000-6202 AP NOV PHONE BILL 124476720 TELEPHONE - EXTENSION

01-601-000-0000-6202 AP DECEMBER PHONE BILL 124476720 TELEPHONE - EXTENSION

INCONTACT  INC Transactions9304

OFFICE MAX15051

01-601-000-0000-6401 OFFICE SUPPLIES 749602 SUPPLIES - EXTENSION

OFFICE MAX Transactions15051

601 County Extension 3 Vendors 4 TransactionsDEPT Total:

605 Soil ConservationDEPT

PENNINGTON COUNTY SOIL & WATER15310

01-605-000-0000-6901 1ST HALF 2014 SWCD APPROPRIATI APPROPRIATIONS

PENNINGTON COUNTY SOIL & WATER Transactions15310

Pennington County Financial System
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605 Soil Conservation 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

800 Social Services Building ComplexDEPT

REIERSON EXCAVATING18327

01-800-000-0000-6262 SNOW REMOVAL - JAN OTHER SERVICES-WELFARE BUILDING

REIERSON EXCAVATING Transactions18327

800 Social Services Building Complex 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

801 Unallocated RevenueDEPT

HUGOS #78014

01-801-000-0000-6801 WELLNESS PRIZES 1155 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE

HUGOS #7 Transactions8014

801 Unallocated Revenue 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

1 County RevenueFund Total: 76 Transactions

Pennington County Financial System
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138.99103

38.47104

445.71105

40.01100

243.46101
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320 Highway AdministrationDEPT

FLAAGAN/MIKE6350

03-320-000-0000-6401 MEALS MEETING BRAINARD 1/21-24 SUPPLIES

FLAAGAN/MIKE Transactions6350

HOFFMAN,DALE & SWENSON, PLLC8012

03-320-000-0000-6261 AP PARTIAL #1 AUDIT CONSULTING & LEGAL SERVICES

HOFFMAN,DALE & SWENSON, PLLC Transactions8012

HOUSTON ENGINEERING INC8356

03-320-000-0000-6261 PROJECT DEVELOPMENT SAP 57-603 CONSULTING & LEGAL SERVICES

HOUSTON ENGINEERING INC Transactions8356

MN TRANSPORTATION ALLIANCE13368

03-320-000-0000-6241 2014 DUES DUES

MN TRANSPORTATION ALLIANCE Transactions13368

MODEL LAUNDRY13197

03-320-000-0000-6262 SHOP 500 RUGS OTHER SERVICES

MODEL LAUNDRY Transactions13197

PENNINGTON COUNTY TREASURER16027

03-320-000-0000-6263 HOSTED EXCHANGE COMPUTER SERVICES

03-320-000-0000-6263 IT GLOBAL - FEBRUARY COMPUTER SERVICES

PENNINGTON COUNTY TREASURER Transactions16027

RELIABLE OFFICE SUPPLY18065

03-320-000-0000-6401 CLIPS, MARKERS SUPPLIES

03-320-000-0000-6401 TIME CLOCK & CARDS SUPPLIES

03-320-000-0000-6401 TIME CARD HOLDER SUPPLIES

RELIABLE OFFICE SUPPLY Transactions18065

THE TIMES20027

03-320-000-0000-6232 AD PUBLIC HEARINGS ADVERTISING

THE TIMES Transactions20027

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA21335

03-320-000-0000-6245 COUNTY ENGINEER MEETING CONTINUING EDUCATION

Pennington County Financial System
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA Transactions21335

320 Highway Administration 9 Vendors 12 TransactionsDEPT Total:

330 Highway MaintenanceDEPT

3307

03-330-000-0000-6274 TEST CORE SAMPLES CSAH 17 LAB TESTING

Transactions3307

330 Highway Maintenance 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

350 Equipment & Maintenance ShopDEPT

ACE HARDWARE1011

03-350-000-0000-6556 TRASH BAGS SHOP 211 SHOP SUPPLIES

ACE HARDWARE Transactions1011

AMERICAN TIRE SERVICE CO1353

03-350-000-0000-6564 SPARE TIRE EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

AMERICAN TIRE SERVICE CO Transactions1353

AUTO VALUE1364

03-350-000-0000-6556 FIX AIR GUAGE SHOP 211 SHOP SUPPLIES

03-350-000-0000-6556 ACETYLENE, OXYGEN SHOP 500 SHOP SUPPLIES

03-350-000-0000-6556 AIR HOSE REEL STOPPER SHOP 500 SHOP SUPPLIES

03-350-000-0000-6556 BRAKE CLEANER, FLOOR DRY SHOP SHOP SUPPLIES

03-350-000-0000-6564 FILTERS UNIT 206 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 SHOE ASSEMBLY UNIT 311 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 TRAN. FLUID UNIT 302 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 ANTI GEL SNOW PLOW TRUCKS EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 URATHANE, ADHESIVE UNIT 204 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 LIGHT BULB UNIT 285 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

AUTO VALUE Transactions1364

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES4313

03-350-000-0000-6564 LICENSE FOR VEHICLES EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES Transactions4313

FARMERS UNION OIL6006

Pennington County Financial System
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30,316.26 7

17.36 1

429.02 2

37.10 1

226.37 3

141.50 1

160.00 1

3,755.0080

5,971.8781

12,949.9983

3,381.0784

4,091.1985

38.4782

128.6786

17.3676

376.8277

52.2078

37.10144

65.1371

148.5272

12.7273

141.5047

160.0045

40.0870
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

03-350-000-0000-6560 DIESEL SHOP 215 GAS & DIESEL

03-350-000-0000-6560 DIESEL SHOP 213 GAS & DIESEL

03-350-000-0000-6560 GAS & DIESEL SHOP 500 GAS & DIESEL

03-350-000-0000-6560 DIESEL SHOP 211 GAS & DIESEL

03-350-000-0000-6560 DIESEL SHOP 212 GAS & DIESEL

03-350-000-0000-6562 OIL UNIT 311 & BOLTS UNIT 204 MOTOR OIL & LUBRICANTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 GAS NOZZLE SHOP 500 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

FARMERS UNION OIL Transactions6006

FLEET DISTRIBUTING6306

03-350-000-0000-6564 AIR FRESHNERS & ARMORALL 310 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

FLEET DISTRIBUTING Transactions6306

FLEETPRIDE6344

03-350-000-0000-6564 FILTERS FOR EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 AIR FILTER EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

FLEETPRIDE Transactions6344

HUGOS #78014

03-350-000-0000-6556 SHOP SUPPLIES SHOP SUPPLIES

HUGOS #7 Transactions8014

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL10008

03-350-000-0000-6564 CHAIN UNIT 310 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 FUEL CONDITIONER UNIT 202 & 20 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 ORING UNIT 286 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL Transactions10008

MN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE13313

03-350-000-0000-6553 SPRAY LICENSE-JOE,KEITH,BRIAN BRUSH & WEED CONTROL CHEMICALS

MN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE Transactions13313

16356

03-350-000-0000-6553 SPRAY TRAINING - BRIAN BRUSH & WEED CONTROL CHEMICALS

Transactions16356

NELSON EQUIPMENT OF TRF INC14316

03-350-000-0000-6564 BEARING UNIT 206 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

Pennington County Financial System
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40.08 1

584.63 1

855.22 1

117.26 5

4.59 1

2,381.89 5

9,304.60 4

584.6369

855.2268

46.4363

50.0364

6.7065

15.5066

1.4067

4.5962

255.0357

100.9858

566.4459

1,213.7460

245.7061

833.0653

3,774.0254

3,134.5655

1,562.9656

22.7275
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

NELSON EQUIPMENT OF TRF INC Transactions14316

NELSON INTERNATIONAL OF FARGO14387

03-350-000-0000-6564 REPAIR UNIT 310 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

NELSON INTERNATIONAL OF FARGO Transactions14387

NORTH AMERICAN SALT CO.14329

03-350-000-0000-6428 SERVICE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS SAFETY EQUIPMENT

NORTH AMERICAN SALT CO. Transactions14329

NORTHWEST POWER SYSTEMS14312

03-350-000-0000-6556 SHOP 211 & 500 SUPPLIES SHOP SUPPLIES

03-350-000-0000-6564 HYD HOSE & FITTING UNIT 242 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 FINTTING UNIT 230 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 FITTINGS UNIT 203 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 CREDIT FOR FITTINGS UNIT 203 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

NORTHWEST POWER SYSTEMS Transactions14312

O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE INC15319

03-350-000-0000-6564 HEADLANMP UNIT 285 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE INC Transactions15319

RDO FINANCIAL SERVICES COMPANY13318

03-350-000-0000-6564 TRANS FLUID UNIT 209 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 FAN BELT UNIT 206 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 WINDOW UNIT 204 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 EDGE, BOLT UNIT 230 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

03-350-000-0000-6564 WINDOW UNIT 209 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

RDO FINANCIAL SERVICES COMPANY Transactions13318

RED LAKE COUNTY COOP18106

03-350-000-0000-6418 PROPANE SHOP 211 PROPANE FOR HEATING SHOPS

03-350-000-0000-6418 PROPANE SHOP 212 PROPANE FOR HEATING SHOPS

03-350-000-0000-6418 PROPANE SHOP 213 PROPANE FOR HEATING SHOPS

03-350-000-0000-6418 PROPANE SHOP 215 PROPANE FOR HEATING SHOPS

RED LAKE COUNTY COOP Transactions18106

STEIGER MFG. CO.19338

03-350-000-0000-6564 AP STRAIGHTEN CLEVIS UNIT 208 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

Pennington County Financial System
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22.72 1

11.45 1

275.90 1

51.81 1

46,232.47

62,354.08

11.4550

275.9052

51.8148
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

STEIGER MFG. CO. Transactions19338

THIEF RIVER FORD20379

03-350-000-0000-6564 RETAINER UNIT 285 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

THIEF RIVER FORD Transactions20379

THIEF RIVER GLASS CO20075

03-350-000-0000-6564 WINDOW SUPPLIES UNIT 209 EQUIPMENT REPAIR PARTS

THIEF RIVER GLASS CO Transactions20075

ZEE MEDICAL SERVICE26302

03-350-000-0000-6428 FIRST AID SUPPLIES SAFETY EQUIPMENT

ZEE MEDICAL SERVICE Transactions26302

350 Equipment & Maintenance Shop 22 Vendors 51 TransactionsDEPT Total:

3 Road & BridgeFund Total: 64 Transactions

Pennington County Financial System
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648.00

648.00

648.00147

Page 16
Audit List for Board

Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

390 Score RecyclingDEPT

LES'S SANITATION SERVICE12123

32-390-000-0000-6262 RECYCLING NEWSPAPERS 620984 OTHER SERVICES-SCORE ACCOUNT

LES'S SANITATION SERVICE Transactions12123

390 Score Recycling 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

32 Solid Waste FacilityFund Total: 1 Transactions

Pennington County Financial System
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461.57 1

461.57

247.48 1

247.48

86.00 1

86.00

324.55 1

324.55

129.28 1

129.28

461.5739

247.4840

86.0041

324.5542

129.2843
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

701 Judicial Ditch #1DEPT

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR18331

40-701-000-0000-6262 AP 2013 SHAREWORK JD #1 OTHER SERVICES - JD #1

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR Transactions18331

701 Judicial Ditch #1 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

711 Judicial Ditch #11DEPT

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR18331

40-711-000-0000-6262 AP 2013 SHAREWORK JD #11 OTHER SERVICES - JD #11

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR Transactions18331

711 Judicial Ditch #11 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

713 Judicial Ditch #13DEPT

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR18331

40-713-000-0000-6262 AP 2013 SHAREWORK JD #13 OTHER SERVICES - JD #13

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR Transactions18331

713 Judicial Ditch #13 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

715 Judicial Ditch #15DEPT

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR18331

40-715-000-0000-6262 AP 2013 SAHREWORK JD #15 OTHER SERVICES - JD #15

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR Transactions18331

715 Judicial Ditch #15 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

731 Judicial Ditch #31DEPT

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR18331

40-731-000-0000-6262 AP 2013 SHAREWORK JD #31 OTHER SERVICES

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR Transactions18331

731 Judicial Ditch #31 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

760 Judicial Ditch #60DEPT

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR18331

Pennington County Financial System
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96.75 1

96.75

1,345.63

160,955.42

96.7544
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

40-760-000-0000-6262 AP 2013 SHAREWORK JD #60 OTHER SERVICES - JD #60

RED LAKE COUNTY AUDITOR Transactions18331

760 Judicial Ditch #60 1 Vendors 1 TransactionsDEPT Total:

40 Ditch FundsFund Total: 6 Transactions

Final Total: 95 Vendors 147 Transactions

Pennington County Financial System
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Pennington County Financial System

AMOUNT

96,607.711

62,354.083

648.0032

1,345.6340

160,955.42

NameFundRecap by Fund

County Revenue

Road & Bridge

Solid Waste Facility

Ditch Funds

All Funds Total Approved by, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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11.20 1

130.00 2

336.83 5

555.00 8

1,033.03

1,033.03

11.2016

65.006

65.007

6.835

65.001

100.002

65.003

100.004

65.008

65.009

65.0010

65.0011

65.0012

65.0013

100.0014

65.0015
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

FULTON/JIM6347
01-251-000-0000-6330 TRAVEL & EXPENSEMEAL - TRANSPORT - MOORHEAD 013114

Transactions6347

PETERSON/NEIL16362
01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - HWY COMM - TRF 011314

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - SSTS HEARING - TRF 012814

Transactions16362

SWANSON/OLIVER (SKIP)19048
01-003-000-0000-6330 TRAVEL & EXPENSEMEAL - MRCC - GRAND RAPIDS

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - LIBRARY - TRF 012314

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - ICCC MTG - OKLEE 012714

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - CEPTIC ORD - TRF 012814

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM-RADIO BRD-GRAND RAPID 013014

Transactions19048

TVEITBAKK/DARRYL20307
01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - AIRPORT AUTH - TRF 010614

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - HOUSING MTG - TRF 010814

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - PLANNING MTG - TRF 010914

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - AIRPORT AUTH - TRF 011514

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - AIRPORT AUTH - TRF 011714

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DEIM - LEC COMMITEE - TRF 012314

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM -LABOR RELATIONS-NMPA 012914

01-003-000-0000-6103 PER DIEMS - BOARDPER DIEM - CORONER MTG - TRF 013114

Transactions20307

County Revenue1 Fund Total: 4 Vendors 16 Transactions

Final Total: 4 Vendors 16 Transactions

Pennington County Financial System

FULTON/JIM

PETERSON/NEIL

SWANSON/OLIVER (SKIP)
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AMOUNT

1,033.031

1,033.03

NameFundRecap by Fund

County Revenue

All Funds Total Approved by, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2014, 5:00 P.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 

Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, January 28
th

, 

2014 at 5:00 p.m.  Members present: Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, Cody Hempel, Oliver 

“Skip” Swanson, and Darryl Tveitbakk.  Members absent: None.  

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Ken Yutrzenka, Human Services Director presented the consent agenda from the January 

21, 2014 Human Service Committee meeting and recommends its adoption.  On a motion 

by Commissioner Hempel and seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, the following 

recommendations of the Pennington County Human Service Committee for January 21, 

2014 are hereby adopted.  Motion unanimously carried.  

 

SECTION A 

 

1. To approve the December 17, 2013 Human Service Committee meeting minutes 

as presented.  

 

SECTION B 

 

2. To approve payment of the Agency’s bills.  

 

County Assessor Adeline Olson presented Abatement Applications for Helen Walseth, 

Wayne Fast, Anthony Rhode, Andrew & Megan Bourne and Clyde Christensen. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to approve the 

Special Homestead Classification for the Blind/Disabled for Helen (Hollie) Walseth 

parcel #25.00315520 for taxes payable years 2012, 2013 & 2014 resulting in an 

abatement of tax for these years.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

Moved by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to approve the 

abatement application of Wayne and Cynthia Fast parcel # 19.00905614 for the 2014 tax 

to reflect the value exclusion for veteran’s classification.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

Moved by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk to approve the 

abatement application for Anthony Rhode, Parcel # M19.09131600, to reduce the tax 

payable for 2013 due to a fire that destroyed the manufactured home on March 24
th

, 

2013.  Motion unanimously carried.  

 

Moved by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to approve the 

abatement application of Andrew & Megan Bourne, parcel #16.04900310, for the 2014 



 2 

tax amount to reflect the market value exclusion for veteran’s classification.  Motion 

unanimously carried. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Swanson to approve the 

application of abatement for the Clyde Christensen property, parcel #19.00401600, 

reducing the value of the parcel for taxes payable 2014 due to the value of the parcel for 

taxes payable 2014 due to the grain storage bins destroyed by high wind on July 12
th

, 

2013.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

The County Board discussed an open position on the Inter County Nursing Service 

Board.  They will bring recommendations to a future meeting.  

 

Commissioner Tveitbakk moved, seconded by Commissioner Hempel to issue a duplicate 

warrant to Scent Detection Services for $250 to replace the lost warrant #170173 dated 

11-27-2013 without issuing an indemnifying bond.  Motion carried.   

 

County Sheriff, Ray Kuznia met with the County Board to discuss items related to the 

Sheriff Office and the Law Enforcement Center.  The Sheriff asked that the County 

Board review the Civil Process Fees currently charged for possible action on changing 

these fees at the next County Board meeting.   

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk to approve the 

purchase of two personal computers for the Sheriff’s department as proposed by Insight 

Technologies.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

Ray Kuznia then discussed problems with the Code Red weather warning system.  He is 

discussing these problems with the company and expects some changes coming soon.   

 

County Engineer Mike Flaagan presented the proposal from RTVision for the Work 

Central Software.  This software was designed so that a record would be kept on the 

computer of when and what work was done in any area of the County.  Commissioner 

Hempel moved, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to approve the purchase of the Work 

Central Software from RTVision as proposed.  Motion unanimously carried.  

 

Joe Hedrick, Thief River Falls Regional Airport Manager gave a report on Great Lakes 

Airlines decision to suspend passenger service at the airport.  The decision was made as a 

result of new FAA regulations for pilots.  Mr. Hedrick pointed out that Thief River Falls 

is an essential air service market and that there is a mandate to provide passenger air 

service.  Great Lakes may again provide passenger air service once they have reduced the 

number of seats available so that they would fall under different FAA regulations. 

 

Commissioner Hempel moved, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to approve payment of 

the Human Service warrants totaling $218,686.87, the Auditor and Manual warrants for 

December 2013 totaling $836,196.35, and the following Commissioner warrants.  Motion 

carried. 
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WARRANTS 

County Revenue  $66,622.64 

Road & Bridge  $44,888.06   

Solid Waste Facility  $  7,539.73 

Ditch Funds   $  3,515.00 

 

Commissioner Hempel moved, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk to approve the 

minutes of January 7
th

, 2014 as written.  Motion carried.  

 

Moved by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to approve the 

Funds Transfer Agreement and Authorization with Northern State Bank designating 

Kenneth Olson Pennington County Auditor-Treasurer as the authorized official to initiate 

wire transfers on behalf of Pennington County.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

Commissioner Tveitbakk moved, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to change the 

starting time of the February 25
th

, 2014 County Board meeting from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 

a.m. to allow travel time for the Commissioners attending the Local Government 

Legislative Conference.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

Moved by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel to hold an 

Economic Development Tax Abatement Hearing at 11:00 a.m. on February 11
th

, 2014 on 

the following properties approved by the Thief River Falls City Council.  Michael and 

Nicole Wienen parcel #25.06401620, Michael and Amanda Torma parcel #25.06402020 

and Jason and Lacey Simoneau parcel #25.06401920.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

The County Board then took time to prioritize legislative issues for the Minnesota Rural 

Counties Caucus.  Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner 

Tveitbakk to select the following three issues as priorities for MRCC in 2014.  Motion 

carried.   

Transportation – Bonding Bill 

Transportation – Highway Funding 

   Natural Resources – Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails 

 

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by 

Commissioner Hempel and upon vote was unanimously carried.   

 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LEGISLATION ALLOWING COUNTIES TO 

DESIGNATE THEIR COUNTY WEBSITE TO PUBLISH PUBLIC NOTICES 

 

WHEREAS, counties are currently required by law to publish public notices in a 

designated official newspaper for the county (Minn. Stat. § 331A); and 

 

WHEREAS, counties are committed to providing information to citizens and increasing 

access to information about county operations and business; and 

 

WHEREAS, citizens expect and demand information in an immediate format, and  
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WHEREAS, counties have limited resources and must utilize tax dollars in the most 

efficient way possible; and  

 

WHEREAS, counties should have the authority to determine the best and most efficient 

method of communicating information to citizens based on citizen expectations; and  

 

WHEREAS, counties are continuously improving and investing in technology to reach 

more citizens in a timely manner; and  

 

WHEREAS, utilizing county websites to publish public notices would eliminate the time 

and costly burden of publishing in newspapers; and 

 

WHEREAS, county websites are increasingly the first place citizens look for 

information about their counties; and  

 

WHEREAS, the ability of county websites to provide citizens with up-to-date, detailed 

information exceeds that of print media 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Pennington County Board of 

Commissioners supports HF 1286 and SF 1152, legislation now before the 2014 

legislature that would allow counties to publish certain public notices on their websites 

instead of, or in addition to, in an official newspaper.  

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk to offer lease of 

gymnasium time to School District #564 at a rate of $7.50/hour.  Motion carried.   

 

It was noted that the City of Thief River Falls requests a meeting with representatives of 

the County Board to discuss law enforcement, dispatch and emergency management with 

the goal to explore collaborations between the Police and Sheriff’s departments.  The 

Law Enforcement Committee members will attend the meetings. 

 

The following hearings are scheduled: 

 

 Sewage and Wastewater Treatment Ordinance 6:30 p.m. January 28
th

, 2014 

 Railroad Crossing Closing Hearing   11:00 a.m. February 6
th

, 2014 

 County Ditch #36 Hearing    1:00 p.m. February 6
th

, 2014 

 

Commissioner Hempel moved, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk to adjourn to 10:00 

a.m. February 11
th

, 2014.  Motion carried.   

 

ATTEST: 

  Kenneth Olson, Auditor-Treasurer  Neil Peterson, Chairman 

  Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 

 

 

 



 

PUBLIC HEARING 

SEWAGE AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT ORDINANCE 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28TH, 2014, 6:30 P.M. 
 

Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, Oliver “Skip” Swanson, 

and Darryl Tveitbakk.  Members absent: none. 

 

Also present:  Kermit Genereux, Andy Dessellier, Jerry Hasnedl, John Tofte, Jay 

Tunheim, Kim Tunheim, Marlin Mattson, Diedre Nordin, Duane Vatsaas, Dale Koop, Stu 

Peterson, Wayne Johnson, Al Hugg, Faye Auchenpaugh, Joyce Burkel, Ben Owen, 

Maryel Anderson, Nancy Tofte, Dennis Wilkens, Gerald Hermreck, Mike Cerny, Allyn 

Roley, Scott DCamp, Ron Kalinowski, Ann Hasnedl, Jeremiah Hasnedl, Kenneth Olson, 

Al Rogalla, Bryan Malone and Peter Nelson. 

 

The hearing was called to order by County Board Chairman Neil Peterson.  It was 

explained that the purpose of the meeting was to review the amendments to the current 

Sewage and Wastewater Treatment Ordinance.  Chairman Peterson then called on Peter 

Nelson, Pennington County Soil and Water Conservation District to review the changes 

to the Ordinance.   

 

Mr. Nelson then informed those present that the State of Minnesota is requiring an update 

to the ordinance due to rule changes.  Mr. Nelson then reviewed the changes to the 

ordinance and responded to questions from those in attendance.   

 

Some of the concerns addressed: 

 

- Will trenches be allowed?  Yes but you will need a design form a licensed 

designer. 

- How many different licenses are there?  Designer License, Installer License, 

Inspector License and Maintainer-Pumper License. 

- Point of Sale – There was a lot of concern that it would be required to have a 

Sewage System Inspection when someone wants to sell their property.  There is 

no requirement for this in the ordinance.  It was also discussed that the buyers 

financing agencies are requiring this inspection more often than before. 

- Discussion was held on when a change to the sewage treatment system would be 

required when adding an addition to a present structure.  An example of someone 

adding an office space to their home shouldn’t be required to update their sewage 

treatment system. 

- Why was the term potable water changed to ground water? 

- Then there was discussion on what the permit fee should be with a suggestion of 

$100 with a discount if the owners watched a training film on maintaining a septic 

system.  

 

Chairman Peterson then stated that the County will take addition comments on the 

Ordinance until February 11
th

, 2014. 

 



 

The Hearing was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

  Kenneth Olson, Auditor-Treasurer  Neil Peterson, Chairman 

  Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 
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