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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, MAY 24TH, 2011, 5:00 P.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 
Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, May 24th, 2011 
at 5:00 p.m.  Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, Oliver 
“Skip” Swanson, and Darryl Tveitbakk.  Members absent: none. 
 
Ken Yutrzenka, Human Services Director, presented the consent agenda from the May 
17th, 2011 Human Services Committee meeting.  On a motion by Commissioner 
Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, the following recommendations of the 
Pennington County Human Services Committee for May 17th, 2011 (detailed minutes on 
record) are hereby adopted: 

SECTION A 
I. Approval of the April 19th, 2011 Human Services Committee meeting 

minutes. 
II. A.  Approve the hiring of Jenalea Duray for the full-time Social 

Worker/Child Protection Specialist.   
B.  Approve the hiring of John Shirkey for the 20 hours/week Children’s 
Services Social Worker. 

III. Approval of the Pennington County Pre-Petition Screening Team 
membership roster, as presented. 

 
SECTION B 

I. To approve payment of the Agency’s bills. 
 
Howard Person presented a draft letter to the Association of Minnesota Counties 
regarding the County’s concerns with the Septic System rules being proposed by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  The Association of Minnesota Counties had 
requested this letter from the Counties to present to legislators.  After review of the letter, 
Commissioner Swanson motioned, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to send the 
letter to the Association of Minnesota Counties as drafted and to our area legislators.  
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to authorize 
Howard Person to use SCORE funds to paint and re-word recycling instructions on the 
recycling containers to try to clean up the recyclables received.  Motion unanimously 
carried. 
 
Howard Person also mentioned we have a semi-load of electronic waste we need to 
dispose of.  Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, 
to authorize Howard Person to properly dispose of the collected electronic waste, to be 
paid from the SCORE recycling funds.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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County Engineer Mike Flaagan presented the only quote he has received for the crushing 
of 25,000 cubic yards of gravel in our Trail Pit (CP57-11-04).  The bid received was from 
Schenkey Inc. at a price of $47,300.  Motioned by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by 
Commissioner Peterson, to accept the quote of Schenkey Inc. for $47,300 to crush 25,000 
cubic yards of gravel at the Trail Pit (CP57-11-04).  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
The County Engineer reported on the progress being made on the ditch cleaning in the 
County. 
 
Joe Hedricks, Thief River Falls Regional Airport Manager, introduced himself to the 
County Board and gave an update on projects being worked on at the airport: 
    EAS Funding 
    Runway Rehab Project 
    Multi-Purpose Hangar 
 
The County Board thanked him for the report and asked that he continue providing 
updates in the future.   
 
The County Board reviewed modifications being proposed to the Joint Powers 
Agreement Forming the NW Regional Radio Board.  The following resolution was 
introduced by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, and upon 
vote was unanimously carried. 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING MODIFICATIONS TO THE JOINT POWERS 
AGREEMENT FORMING THE NW REGIONAL RADIO BOARD 

 
 WHEREAS, Pennington County is a participating member of the NW Regional 
Radio Board, a Joint Powers Entity formed pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 403.39 and 
471.59; and 
 WHEREAS, a Joint Powers Agreement creating the NW Regional Radio Board 
was approved by the fourteen counties and one city comprising the Board, including 
Pennington County; and  
 WHEREAS, the current Joint Powers Agreement provides for membership by 
counties and cities within HSEM Region 3; and 
 WHEREAS, the Minnesota legislature has amended Minnesota Statutes 471.59 
to provide authority for federally recognized tribes to participate in Joint Powers 
Agreements; and 
 WHEREAS, compliance with this amendment to Minnesota statute requires 
modification of the existing Joint Powers Agreement; and  
 WHEREAS, the NW Regional Radio Board recommends modification of the 
Joint Powers Agreement governing the NW Regional Radio Board to provide for the 
authority for federally recognized Indian tribes meeting the same requirements as 
counties and cities within HSEM Region 3 to participate in the NW Regional Radio 
Board.   
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Pennington County Board of 
Commissioners approves the modifications to the Joint Powers Agreement recommended 
by the NW Regional Radio Board and attached hereto; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board Chairman is hereby 
authorized to execute the required addendum to the existing Joint Powers Agreement to 
implement the authorized modifications. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve 
the Board minutes of May 10th, 2011 as written.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to approve 
payment of the Human Services warrants totaling $137,376.46 and also the following 
Commissioner warrants.  Motion unanimously carried. 

WARRANTS 
   County Revenue  $31,157.94 
   Road & Bridge  $  5,523.53 
   Solid Waste Facility  $  1,244.50 
   Ditch Funds   $     250.00 
Per diems and meal reimbursements in the amount of $327.40 were also approved. 
 
At 6:00 p.m. the following resolution to close the County Board meeting was introduced 
by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, and upon vote was 
unanimously carried.   

RESOLUTION  
 

SUBJECT 
 WHEREAS, A Pennington County employee, Sharon LaCoursiere-Pippin, has 
asserted an EEOC charge involving the Pennington County Recorder; and  

GROUNDS FOR CLOSURE 
 WHEREAS, the Pennington County Board will be seeking confidential legal 
advice from Dyan Ebert, the attorney retained to represent the County by MCIT on 
litigation strategies and possible settlement proposals relative to the EEOC charge with 
the purpose to avoid and/or minimize litigation concerning this charge; and 
 WHEREAS, the legal advice would be limited to litigation strategies, settlement 
proposals, with no other public business discussed;  

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Minnesota Statute §13d.05, Subd. 3(b), the Pennington 
County Board, by motion, is permitted to close this open meeting to exercise its attorney-
client privilege. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Pennington County Board 
of Commissioners, by motion, may close the County Board meeting on May 24th, 2011 at 
6:00 p.m. and recesses to seek confidential legal advice from Dyan Ebert concerning 
litigation strategies and possible settlement proposals relative to the EEOC charge 
brought against the County Recorder. 
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Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to open the 
County Board meeting at 6:58 p.m.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Commissioner Peterson gave a report on the activities of the Gravel Tax Committee. 
Pictures of active gravel pits have been taken and letters are being sent to all known 
Owners and Operators. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to adjourn 
the Board meeting to June 14th, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.  Motion carried. 
 
ATTEST: 
  Kenneth Olson, Auditor   Donald Jensen, Chairman 
  Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 


