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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2011, 10:00 A.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 
Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, September 13th, 
2011 at 10:00 a.m.  Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, 
Oliver “Skip” Swanson, and Darryl Tveitbakk.  Members absent: none.  Also present: 
Chris Kapella - AFSCME Union Representative. 
 
Bob Bjorklund of Bjorklund Compensation Consulting, LLC presented the Classification 
and Compensation Study Final Report.  Mr. Bjorklund reviewed the report and also 
indicated he would still need to complete writing the job descriptions.  Motioned by 
Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to accept the final 
classification and compensation study prepared by Bjorklund Compensation Consulting, 
LLC.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
County Engineer Mike Flaagan reported on the progress of the CSAH #6 project and 
reminded the County Board of the bid opening scheduled for September 27th, 2011 at 
10:00 a.m. for replacement of a bridge over CD#96 in Sanders Township. 
 
Commissioner Swanson asked the County Engineer about the quality of gravel being 
used.  Mr. Flaagan stated that the dry conditions make the gravel feel loose on the roads. 
 
The County Board discussed the need for a Joint Ditch Board meeting with Red Lake 
County to take action on petitions received for cleaning portions of Joint Ditch #1 and 
Joint Ditch #11.  The County Auditor will work with Red Lake County to set up a 
meeting date and time. 
 
The County Board then held a discussion on the 2012 proposed levy taking into 
consideration the proposed 2012 budget.  The following resolution was motioned by 
Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, and upon vote was 
unanimously carried. 

RESOLUTION 
 WHEREAS, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners have reviewed the 
2012 budgets submitted by the various departments; and 
 WHEREAS, the proposed levies have been reduced by the amount to be received 
from the State of Minnesota for the following: County Program Aid – $820,412 
(estimated) 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the proposed budgets from 
2012 are approved and that the following proposed levies be adopted. 
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 Levy Before 
CPA CPA* 

Net Levy After 
CPA 

Revenue $3,941,999 $427,955 $3,514,044 
Road and Bridge $1,332,603 $144,671 $1,187,932 
Welfare $2,282,422 $247,786 $2,034,636 
Highway Building 
Bond $152,000                0 $152,000 

G.O. Jail Bond $72,510                0 $72,510 
LEC Radio Bond $21,619                0 $21,619 
*County Program Aid 
 
The County Board set December 13th, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. as the date and time to discuss 
the final budget and levy. 
 
Lee Meier - NW MN Multi-County Housing and Redevelopment Authority Executive 
Director, and Kermit Genereux – Pennington County HRA Board member, presented the 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority 2011 program review and 2012 levy request.  The 
levy for 2012 is $42,273.  The County Board thanked Lee Meier and Kermit Genereux 
for the report. 
 
Darcie Caswell, Head Librarian of the Thief River Falls Library, presented a report on the 
number of users and the many programs and events offered through the Thief River Falls 
Library.  In the past year 109,417 items were checked out from the library and there is 
growing interest in E-books that can be checked out and downloaded at home.  The 
County Board thanked Darcie Caswell for the report. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve 
the Board minutes of August 23rd, 2011 as written.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to approve 
payment of the Human Services warrants totaling $154,850.51, the Auditor and Manual 
warrants for August, 2011 totaling $1,226,127.91, and also the following Commissioner 
warrants.  Motion unanimously carried. 

WARRANTS 
   County Revenue  $118,549.85 
   Road & Bridge  $  91,398.06 
   Solid Waste Facility  $       687.00 
   Ditch Funds   $     9,359.65 
Per diems and meal reimbursements in the amount of $1,741.64 were also approved. 
 
Commissioner Peterson reported that the Pembina Trail RC&D is looking at the 
procedure to dissolve the organization. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to adjourn the 
Board meeting to September 27th, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.  Motion carried. 
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ATTEST: 
  Kenneth Olson, Auditor   Don Jensen, Chairman 
  Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


