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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH, 2011, 10:00 A.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 
Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, November 8th, 
2011 at 10:00 a.m.  Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, 
Oliver “Skip” Swanson, and Darryl Tveitbakk.  Members absent: none. 
 
Randy Carpenter and Mike Carpenter from Carpenter’s Corner, and Gerald Hermreck, 
Numedal Township Supervisor, met with the County Board to discuss a Sunday Liquor 
License for Carpenter’s Corner.  It was thought that a Sunday Liquor License would 
require a favorable vote from the residents of Numedal Township.  The matter was 
referred to the Association of Minnesota Townships for when and how an election of 
Sunday Liquor could be held.   
 
Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve 
a Corrective Satisfaction of Mortgage Deed to Oleen Kriel and authorize the Chairman to 
sign the document on behalf of Pennington County.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
The County Board was informed that the Red Lake Watershed District will be holding a 
Final Payment Hearing for the construction of the new Lateral to Pennington County 
Ditch #75, known as Red Lake Watershed District Ditch #13, on November 10th, 2011 at 
9:30 a.m. at the RLWD office. 
 
County Sheriff Ray Kuznia and Sheriff’s Secretary Wendy Mattson met with the County 
Board regarding the new computer equipment.  Commissioners Tveitbakk and Hempel 
met earlier with the Sheriff’s Office and decided equipment should be ordered now so it 
could be delivered and installed in January, 2012.  The purchase would consist of a new 
server and fourteen workstations at an estimated cost of $28,545.19.  Motioned by 
Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to purchase computer 
equipment for the Sheriff’s Office as presented from Insight Technologies.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
The County Sheriff also discussed the progress on hiring a part-time dispatcher and the 
meeting held to get all emergency response and highway department radios on a narrow 
band frequency.   
 
Deputy Auditor Kevin Erickson met with the Board to discuss health insurance 
contributions.  The Board discussed the employer contribution to employee health 
insurance for 2012.  The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner 
Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, and upon vote was unanimously carried. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 WHEREAS, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners has decided to 
continue providing health insurance to its employees for 2012. 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, that Pennington County continue to pay the first $1,000 per 
month of a policy and 50% of any amount over $1,000; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Pennington County provide an incentive 
for employees that choose the Health Savings Account plan by contributing $250/month 
per family contract and $200/month per single contract into the employee’s health 
savings account; payable one half on January 1st, 2012 and one half on July 1st, 2012. 
 
The County Board also discussed changing the wording in the sick leave provisions of 
the County’s Personnel Policy, recommending that the words ‘step-parents’ and ‘step-
children’ be added.  Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner 
Tveitbakk, to approve the changes to the sick leave provisions of the Personnel Policy as 
described.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to approve 
payment of the Human Services warrants totaling $115,305.39, the Auditor and Manual 
warrants for October, 2011 totaling $1,425,126.10, and also the following Commissioner 
warrants.  Motion unanimously carried. 

WARRANTS 
   County Revenue  $55,797.94 
   Road & Bridge  $42,448.09 
   Solid Waste Facility  $     820.50 
   Ditch Funds   $29,146.54 
Per diems and meal reimbursements in the amount of $1,801.53 were also approved. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to approve 
the Board minutes of October 25th, 2011 as written.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to adjourn the 
Board meeting to November 22nd, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
ATTEST: 
  Kenneth Olson, Auditor   Donald Jensen, Chairman 
  Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 
 


