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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2011, 5:00 P.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 
Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, December 13th, 
2011 at 5:00 p.m.  Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, and 
Darryl Tveitbakk.  Members absent: Oliver “Skip” Swanson. 
 
County Sheriff Ray Kuznia presented his recommendation to hire Paul Maloney as part-
time Dispatcher.  Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner 
Peterson, to approve hiring Paul Maloney as part-time Dispatcher.  Motion unanimously 
carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to approve 
the Emergency Management Performance Grant in the amount of $15,389.00 with the 
MN Dept. of Public Safety Homeland Security and Emergency Management, effective 
01/01/2012 to 12/31/2012.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Sheriff Kuznia then made a request to purchase a computerized GIS vehicle mapping 
system for the ambulance service connected to the County’s 911 system.  The cost for 
Geo-Comm to install equipment and software in the dispatch center is $19,140 with 
annual support to be $1,640 with first year included in the total cost.  Motioned by 
Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to purchase the equipment, 
software, and licenses to install a computerized GIS mapping system in the ambulance 
vehicles as presented, to be paid from 911 funds.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to approve 
the 3.2 Off-Sale License for Kruse In for 2012.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to authorize 
the Chairman to sign the Satisfaction of Mortgage Deed for Collin and Stacie Mooney.  
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Commissioner Hempel reported on phone calls he has received from the Selective 
Service Board as they are looking for a County Representative.  Commissioner Hempel 
also reported that the Technology Committee has been reviewing the GIS mapping 
proposals and online property tax payment systems.   
 
County Engineer Mike Flaagan stated that he had been contacting appraisal companies 
for purchase of right-of-way along CSAH #31.  The only appraisal company to respond 
was Tinjum Appraisal Company out of Detroit Lakes, MN.  Motioned by Commissioner 
Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to hire Tinjum Appraisal Company to 
do right-of-way appraisals along CSAH #31.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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The County Engineer then discussed after the fact permit fees and what amount they 
should collect as these permits should be obtained before work is done. 
Engineer Flaagan then reported that the radio equipment authorized last meeting has been 
ordered and also asked that he be authorized to order additional radios now as the price 
will be increasing and to pay for them out of the 2012 budget.  The Board will address 
this after the Budget Hearing. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to 
authorize payment of the Human Services warrants totaling $166,797.18 and also the 
following Commissioner warrants.  Motion unanimously carried. 

WARRANTS 
   County Revenue  $113,530.93 
   Road & Bridge  $139,416.53 
   Solid Waste Facility  $    2,428.26 
   Ditch Funds   $176,167.05 
Per diems and meal reimbursements in the amount of $1220.23 were also approved. 
 
The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by 
Commissioner Hempel, and upon vote was unanimously carried. 

MERA (MN ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS ACT) 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 103D and 103E pertain to drainage ditch 
systems; and 
 WHEREAS, the drainage authority of each of these systems throughout the State 
has the task of maintaining and repairing these systems (see 103E.701 and 103E.705) to 
insure that they function properly and efficiently; and 
 WHEREAS, each of these systems has its own taxing authority and the people 
paying benefits regularly request minor major repair work by petition; and 
 WHEREAS, the Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act has a number of 
exemptions for legal drainage maintenance projects along with general permits from the 
MN DNR and USACOE that pre-approve maintenance work on drainage ditches; and 
 WHEREAS, the MN Environmental Rights Act (MERA) can and has currently 
allowed for lawsuits to occur by any party who could state legal ditch maintenance work 
is damaging the environment and this can result in several hundred thousands of dollars 
being spent on a frivolous lawsuit/court case,  
 THEREFORE, Pennington County recommends that the Association of MN 
Counties shall support legislation to make all legal drainage maintenance projects exempt 
from MERA claims. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to approve 
the Board minutes of November 22nd, 2011 as written.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to approve 
the letter of understanding of service provided as engagement to complete the audit of the 
2011 County financial records and authorizes the Chairman and County Auditor to sign 
on behalf of Pennington County.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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The County Auditor informed the Board that the Red Lake Watershed District has billed 
the County for the construction of Red Lake Watershed District Ditch #13 in the amount 
of $164,356.30.  The Auditor recommends a transfer of that amount from Solid Waste 
Funds to RLWD Ditch #13 account to be designated as a loan.  Motioned by 
Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to transfer $164,356.30 
from the Solid Waste Fund to the Red Lake Watershed District Ditch #13 to be 
designated as a loan to the ditch.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by 
Commissioner Peterson, and upon vote was unanimously carried.   
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING STATE OF MINNESOTA JOINT POWERS 
AGREEMENTS WITH THE COUNTY OF PENNINGTON ON BEHALF OF ITS 

COUNTY ATTORNEY AND SHERIFF 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Pennington on behalf of its County Attorney and Sheriff 
desires to enter into Joint Powers Agreements with the State of Minnesota, Department of 
Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to use systems and tools available over 
the State’s criminal justice data communications network for which the County is 
eligible.  The Joint Powers Agreements further provide the County with the ability to add, 
modify and delete connectivity, systems and tools over the five year life of the agreement 
and obligates the County to pay the costs for the network connection. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of Pennington 
County, Minnesota as follows: 
 
1. That the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements by and between the State of 
Minnesota acting through its Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension and the County of Pennington on behalf of its County Attorney and Sheriff 
are hereby approved.  Copies of the two Joint Powers Agreements are attached to this 
Resolution and made a part of it. 
 
2. That the County Sheriff-, Raymond D. Kuznia, or his or her successor, is designated 
the Authorized Representative for the Sheriff.  The Authorized Representative is also 
authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by the 
State of Minnesota to maintain the County’s connection to the systems and tools offered 
by the State. 
 
3. That the County Attorney-, Alan Rogalla, or his or her successor, is designated the 
Authorized Representative for the County Attorney.  The Authorized Representative is 
also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by 
the State of Minnesota to maintain the County’s connection to the systems and tools 
offered by the State. 
 
4.  That Donald Jensen-, the Chair of the County of Pennington, and Kenneth Olson, the 
County Auditor/Board Clerk, are authorized to sign the State of Minnesota Joint Powers 
Agreements 
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The Personnel Committee presented the completed contract with the Highway Dept. 
Local #49 Union for a three-year period beginning January 1st, 2012.  Motioned by 
Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve the three-year 
contract settlement with the Highway Dept. Local #49 Union employees.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
At 6:00 p.m. the County Board Chairman recessed the County Board meeting and called 
the 2012 Budget and Levy Hearing to order.  Present at the Hearing were County Dept. 
Heads, Scott D’Camp representing The Times, and property owners Roger Johnsrud and 
Daniel Benoit.  County Auditor Ken Olson then presented budget and levy comparisons 
from 2011 to 2012.  Mr. Olson also discussed the loss of Market Value Homestead Credit 
and how it changes the tax rates and tax amounts due.  He also gave an example of how a 
change of classification changes the amount of tax due on a parcel.  
 
The Hearing was closed at 6:35 p.m. and the County Board meeting was called back to 
order. 
 
The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by 
Commissioner Hempel, and upon vote was unanimously carried. 

RESOLUTION 
 WHEREAS, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners has reviewed the 
department budgets for 2012 at several County Board meeting and at this time finds no 
further changes. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following budgets for 2012 
are approved. 
 
FUND   REVENUE  EXPENDITURES  +/-RESERVE 
General Revenue $6,077,286  $6,130,286   $-53,000 
Road & Bridge $4,446,043  $4,446,043   $      0 
Welfare  $4,479,071  $4,479,071   $      0 
Debt Service  $   298,276  $   277,617   $  20,659 
Solid Waste Facility $     65,000  $     63,400   $   1,600 
Ditch Maintenance $   152,000  $   152,000   $      0 
Tax Forfeiture  $     10,000  $     10,000   $      0 
 
The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by 
Commissioner Hempel, and upon vote was unanimously carried. 

RESOLUTION 
 WHEREAS, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners has reviewed the 
proposed levy for 2012 and the proposed Real Estate Tax Statements have been sent as 
required. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the final property tax levy for 
2012 is approved as follows: 
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FUND   Levy Before CPA*  CPA  Levy After CPA 
General Revenue $3,941,999   $427,955 $3,514,044 
Road & Bridge $1,332,603   $144,671 $1,187,932 
Welfare  $2,282,422   $247,786 $2,034,636 
Bonded Debt Fund $   246,129   $    0  $   246,192 
Total Levy        $6,982,741 
(CPA-County Program Aid) 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to appoint 
Commissioners Peterson and Jensen to a Committee to review and recommend Ditch 
Levies for 2012.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to approve 
the County Engineer ordering additional mobile radios from Stone’s Mobile Radio up to 
the amount budgeted for in 2012 to take advantage of the reduced 2011 price.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to 
authorize the purchase of a copier for the courthouse upon the receipt of two quotes and 
approval of the Technology Committee.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Tveitbakk, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to adjourn 
the Board meeting to December 27th, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
ATTEST: 
  Kenneth Olson, Auditor   Donald Jensen, Chairman 
  Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


