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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2012, 5:00 P.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 

Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, August 28
th

, 

2012 at 5:00 p.m.  Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, and 

Oliver “Skip” Swanson.  Members absent: Darryl Tveitbakk. 

 

Human Services Director Ken Yutrzenka presented the Pennington County Human 

Services Consent Agenda.  On a motion by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by 

Commissioner Peterson the following recommendations of the Pennington County 

Human Services Committee for August 21, 2012 are hereby adopted.  Motion 

unanimously carried.   

 

SECTION A 

I.     Approval of the August 21, 2012 Human Service Committee meeting minutes. 

II.     Approval of the Agency’s personnel actions. 

SECTION B 

I.     Approval for payment of the Agency’s bills. 

 

Pennington County Soil and Water Conservation District representatives Bryan Malone, 

Barb Molksnes, Ray Olson, Peter Nelson and Greg Hilgeman met with the County Board 

to present their 2013 budget and appropriation request.  The request for 2013 is $94,000.  

The County Board took the request under advisement. 

 

Joe Hedrick, Thief River Falls Regional Airport Manager gave a report on the projects 

that have been finished and still being worked on at the TRF Regional Airport.  He also 

discussed the 2013 budget and the need to remove the $200,000 levy cap included in the 

Joint Resolution creating the Airport Authority. 

 

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by 

Commissioner Jensen and upon vote was unanimously carried. 

 

 WHEREAS; The Thief River Falls Airport Authority has levy authority as a 

special taxing district under Minnesota Statue 275.066 and 

 WHEREAS; there is a need to increase the Airport Authority Levy to pay debt 

on the capital improvement projects required by the Federal Aviation Administration and 

to fund the annual cost of operations and 

 WHEREAS; removal of the levy cap will result in more favorable debt 

financing. 

 BE IT RESOLVED; That the Pennington County Board of Commissioners 

approve the amendment of the Joint Resolution authorizing the creation of an Airport 

Authority approved June 8
th

, 2010 by removing the last sentence in paragraph 3 “The 

Airport Authority may levy a maximum of $200,000 per year”. 
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County Assessor Adeline Olson presented an abatement request to allow for the 

Veteran’s Market Value Exclusion for parcel #25.10002020 owned by James K. Sabourin 

for tax payable 2013.  Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner 

Peterson to approve the abatement request to allow for the Veteran’s Market Value 

Exclusion classification on parcel #25.10002020 owned by James K. Sabourin for tax 

payable 2013.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Adeline Olson then presented the proposed 2013 County Assessor’s Office budget. 

 

County Engineer Mike Flaagan informed the County Board that the Bridge projects were 

completed and recommended resolutions to accept the projects as complete. 

 

For:   SAP 57-598-047 & SAP 57-598-048 The following resolution was introduced by 

Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Peterson and upon vote was 

unanimously carried. 

 

Whereas;  Contract No. 1202 has in all things been complete, and the County 

Board being fully advised in the premises, now then be it resolved; that we do hereby 

accept said completed project for and in behalf of the Pennington County Highway 

Department and authorize final payment as specified herein. 

 

For:  SAP 57-598-049 & SAP 57-598-050 The following resolution was introduced by 

Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Jensen and upon vote was 

unanimously carried. 

 

 Whereas; Contract no. 1201 has in all things been completed, and the County 

Board being fully advised in the premises, now then be it resolved; that we do hereby 

accept said completed project for and in behalf of the Pennington County Highway 

Department and authorize final payment as specified herein. 

 

For:  SAP 57-598-046 & SAP 57-598-051 The following resolution was introduced be 

Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Peterson and upon vote was 

unanimously carried. 

 

 Whereas; Contract No. 1203 has in all things been completed, and the County 

Board being fully advised in the premises, now then be it resolved; that we do hereby 

accept said completed project for and in behalf of the Pennington County Highway 

Department and authorize final payment as specified herein. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to authorize the 

cleaning of the three miles of JD #25-3 along sections 7, 18, 19 and 30 Numedal 

Township.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

The County Engineer then reviewed the progress on the CSAH #31 project and gravel 

crushing project. 
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County Treasurer Vickie Bjorgaard presented the proposed 2013 budget for the County 

Treasurer’s Office. 

 

Allan Morkrid presented the proposed 2013 Motor Vehicle License Office budget. 

 

County Recorder Ken Schmalz met with the County Board regarding the use of credit 

cards for vital records and other office services.  Ken Schmalz will check with other 

county’s regarding credit card service for the County Recorder’s Office. 

 

The budgets for the County Extension Office and Veteran’s Service Office were 

reviewed. 

 

County Attorney Alan Rogalla reviewed the County Attorney Office proposed 2013 

budget.  He indicated due to the reduction in the County Program Aid from the State of 

Minnesota he would not request additional help for his office for 2013. 

 

Crime Victim Advocate Karla Stavnes discussed the cut in grant funds for her position 

which already has resulted in her position to become part-time.  In order for her position 

to continue at the same part-time status the County will need to contribute $20,000 

toward her budget for 2013. 

 

County Auditor Ken Olson requests approval be given for reissuance of two lost 

warrants. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Peterson to approve issuing 

a duplicate warrant the lost warrant #159469 issued to Wade Joppru on January 29
th

, 

2010 for $475.38 without requiring an indemnifying bond.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to approve issuing 

a duplicate warrant for the lost warrant #158329 issued to Oliver Swanson on September 

11, 2009 for $118.25 without requiring an indemnifying bond.  Motion unanimously 

carried.   

 

Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Hempel to approve 

payment of Human Services warrants totaling $172,701.47 and also the following 

Commissioner warrants.  Motion unanimously carried. 

WARRANTS 

County Revenue  $13,305.89 

Road & Bridge  $6,711.27 

Ditch Funds   $44,992.00 

Per diems and meal reimbursements were in the amount of $25.52 were also approved 

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to approve the 

minutes of July 24
th

, 2012 and August 14
th

, 2012 as written.  Motion carried. 
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The County Board then reviewed the remaining proposed 2013 budgets including: 

County Board, District Court, Law Library, County Auditor, Elections, Courthouse 

Building, Auditorium Building, Human Service Building, County Coroner, Health 

Officer and Unallocated. 

 

To fund the budgets as presented would result in a 3.4% levy increase and a 3.1% 

increase due to the cut in the State of Minnesota County Program Aid resulting in a 7.6% 

net increase to the County share of the property tax.  The County Board will need to set 

their proposed levy at the next meeting September 11, 2012. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to adjourn to 10:00 

a.m. September 11, 2012.  Motion carried.   

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

  Kenneth Olson, Auditor   Oliver “Skip” Swanson 

  Pennington County     Board of Commissioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


