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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2012, 10:00 A.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 

Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, September 11th, 

2012 at 10:00 a.m.  Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, 

Oliver “Skip” Swanson, and Darryl Tveitbakk.  Members absent: none. 

 

Mike Moore gave a report on the Thief River Falls Jobs Inc. activities and 2012 budget. 

He also discussed the 2012 Plan of Action.  The County Board thanked Mike Moore for 

the report. 

 

Howard Person presented the Air Quality test results.  The test results for asbestos were 

non-detectable.  The mold tests show a much larger count of mold outside than inside 

indicating that the system is working correctly.  Howard Person said he would write up a 

narrative on the results and distribute the results to the County Departments. 

 

Howard Person presented a quote to fill in the 9’ x 11’ wall between the tipping floor and 

the storage area of the building.  Howard will also look into a concrete push wall.   

 

Howard presented a quote for a refurbished copier for the County Extension Office from 

Marco.  Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to 

purchase the refurbished Canon Ir-3235i for $4995.00 from Marco.  Motion unanimously 

carried. 

 

County Engineer Mike Flaagen gave a project update on CSAH #31 and gravel crushing.  

He also discussed the County using County State Aid Highway funds to do a 25% match 

on a project being done by the Pennington County Soil & Water Conservation for Steve 

Miller.  No action was needed.   

 

County Auditor Ken Olson presented the Snowmobile Trails Assistance Program 

Snowmobile Maintenance and Grooming Grant Agreement.  The Riverland North 

Snowmobile Trail will receive $27,310.50 and the Wapiti 4G North Snowmobile Trail 

will receive $43,482.60.  Commissioner Jensen moved, seconded by Commissioner 

Peterson to approve the foregoing grant agreement and authorize the Chairman and 

County Auditor to sign the same.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Tvietbakk to authorize the 

payment of Human Services warrants totaling $120,461.64 and also the following 

Commissioner warrants.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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WARRANTS 

County Revenue  $43,995.75 

Road & Bridge  $38,484.49 

Solid Waste Facility  $2067.72 

 

County Sheriff Ray Kuznia presented an agreement with the State of MN Commissioner 

of Public Safety Bureau of Criminal Apprehension – Minnesota Justice and Information 

Services (MNJIS) to provide $2,400 for installation of an adaptor that will provide 

eCharging submission capability from the County Record Management System to the 

eCharging system at the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension.  Moved by Commissioner 

Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk to approve the agreement (State of 

Minnesota Joint Bureau Agreement Contract #51012) for installation of an adaptor for 

the eCharging system.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

Ray Kuznia also stated that they need to set up a checking account for the commissary 

account with Turnkey.  The sheriff will work with the County Treasurer to set up this 

account.  Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Peterson to 

authorize the County Sheriff to set up a checking account for the turnkey Commissary 

Account.  Motion carried.   

 

The County Auditor Ken Olson presented the Crime Victim Services Grant for fiscal year 

2013.  The grant amount is $25,000 as discussed earlier.  Moved by Commissioner 

Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to approve the Grant Agreement between the 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety and the Pennington County Attorney’s Office to 

provide $25,000 for Crime Victim Services for the period October 1
st
, 2012 to September 

30, 2013.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

County Auditor Ken Olson then discussed a Wellness Pilot Program that the County 

could offer to the employees who voluntarily choose to participate.  The County Board 

asked to go forward with the development of a Memorandum Agreement for future 

approval.   

 

Commissioner Hempel moved, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk to set the 2013 

appropriation to the Thief River Falls Library at $100,000.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Commissioner Hempel moved, seconded by Commissioner Jensen to set the 2013 

appropriation to Thief River Falls Job Inc. at $5,000.  Motion unanimously carried.   

 

The County Board then held a discussion on the 2012 proposed levy taking into 

consideration the proposed 2012 budget.  The following resolution was motioned by 

Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, and upon vote was 

unanimously carried. 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners have reviewed the 

2013 budgets submitted by the various departments; and 
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 WHEREAS, the proposed levies have been reduced by the amount to be received 

from the State of Minnesota for the following: County Program Aid – $614,925 

(estimated) 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the proposed budgets from 

2013 are approved and that the following proposed levies be adopted. 

 

 Levy Before 

CPA CPA* 

Net Levy After 

CPA 

Revenue $3,983,072 $319,604 $3,663,468 

Road and Bridge $1,295,603 $103,960 $1,191,643 

Welfare $2,384,834 $191,361 $2,193,473 

Highway Building 

Bond 
$148,380                0 $148,380 

G.O. Jail Bond $45,000                0 $45,000 

LEC Radio Bond $55,000                0 $55,000 

*County Program Aid 

 

The County Board set December 11
th

, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. as the date and time to discuss 

the final budget and levy. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson to adjourn to 

5:00 p.m. September 25
th

, 2012.  Motion carried.   

 

ATTEST: 

 

  Kenneth Olson, Auditor   Oliver “Skip” Swanson 

  Pennington County     Board of Commissioners 

 

 


