
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2012, 5:00 P.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 

Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, September 25th, 

2012 at 5:00 p.m.  Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, Oliver 

“Skip” Swanson, and Darryl Tveitbakk.  Members absent: none. 

 

Human Services Director Ken Yutrzenka presented the Human Service Committee 

consent agenda.  On a motion by Commissioner Hempel and seconded by 

CommissionerTveitbakk, that the following recommendations of the Pennington County 

Human Service Committee for September 18, 2012 be hereby adopted.  Motion 

unanimously carried.   

SECTION A 

I. Approval of the August 21, 2012 Human Service Committee meeting 

minutes. 

II. Approval of the Agency’s personnel action. 

III. To enter into contract extensions with the following Home and 

Community-Based Waiver Service providers as presented; 

Falls DAC      Falls Delivered Meals 

Inter-County Nursing     Johnson’s Riverside SLS 

LSS Home Delivered Meals    Minnesota Greenleaf 

Oakland Park Communities    ODC Waiver Services 

Habilitation and Training Center   Prairie Community Services 

REM North Star     Valley Home 

SECTION B 
I. Approve payment of the Agency’s bills. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to approve the 

payment of the Human Services warrants totaling $114,042.90, the Auditor and Manual 

warrants for August 2012 totaling $1,020,610.11, and the following Commissioner 

warrants.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

WARRANTS 

County Revenue  $60,553.40 

Road & Bridge  $27,747.69 

 

Per diems and meal reimbursements in the amount of $ 38.64 were also approved. 

 

Colleen Hoffman, Hoffman, Dale and Swenson presented the 2011 Pennington County 

Audit Report and exit interview.  Colleen praised the quality and amount of work 

provided by the County Staff in order to prepare this statement.  Colleen Hoffman 

commented on the amount of uncommitted funds and also made a recommendation that 

the County Board issue a directive that all Pennington County Bank Accounts have the 

County Treasurer as one of the signatories on the account.  The County Board thanked 



Colleen Hoffman for the report.  Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by 

Commissioner Peterson that it be a policy of Pennington County that the County 

Treasurer be a signatory on all bank accounts in Pennington County’s name.  Motion 

unanimously carried.   

 

Representative from the BKV Group including Bruce Schwortzman – Architect, Kurt 

Wintheiser – Mechanical Engineer and Jeremy Gustafson – Electrical Engineer met with 

the County Board to discuss their preliminary findings from their survey of the 

Courthouse and Auditorium today.  Also present was Gordon Fransen from Venue-Tech 

Design, LLC. 

 

They had spent most of the day reviewing the Courtroom, Courthouse mechanical, 

Auditorium Building and green space between the Courthouse and the Auditorium. 

 

Jeremy Gustafson gave a brief review of electrical improvement that he noted for the 

Courthouse and Auditorium. 

 

Kurt Wintheiser discussed the mechanical issue noting there are some cooling problems 

in the Courtroom and other areas of the Courthouse. 

 

Gordon Frensen discussed the technology improvements that were reviewed for the 

Courtroom. 

 

Bruce Schwortzman said they planned to attend the October 23
rd

, 2012 County Board 

Room and will provide cost estimates and updated plans. 

 

The County Board then reviewed correspondence from the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency regarding a draft of the Solid Waste Management Facility Permit for L & S 

Systems LLC.  Moved by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, 

to have Environmental Officer Howard Person write a letter supporting the issuance of a 

Solid Waste Management Facility Permit to L & S Systems LLC.  Motion unanimously 

carried.   

 

Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk to appoint 

Commissioner Hempel and Peterson to represent Pennington County to discuss possible 

cooperative opportunities with Red Lake County.  Motion carried.   

 

County Auditor Ken Olson then discussed the Voluntary Long-Term Disability Insurance 

plan offered to Pennington County Employees.  Due to a large increase in the rates we 

have received an alternate quote for the insurance from Madison National Life Insurance 

Company, Inc. with much lower premiums with a three year guarantee.  Moved by 

Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Tveitbakk, to survey the employees 

currently purchasing Long-Term Disability Insurance, and to see if they would like to 

switch to NIS/Madison National Life Policy and if they are in favor to make that change.  

Motion unanimously carried. 

 



Moved by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson to approve the 

Letter of Agreement for Wellness Institute Services between the Northwest Service 

Cooperative Wellness Institute and Pennington County for the operation of a Wellness 

Pilot Program for the years 2013 and 2014.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

County Auditor Ken Olson made a request that the County Board reaffirm his selection 

of Angie Philipp, Kevin Erickson, Jennifer Herzberg and Julie Stennes to the UOCAVA 

Ballot Board and Absentee Ballot Board.  Commissioner Peterson moved, seconded by 

Commissioner Hempel that the following County Employees be appointed as members of 

the Pennington County UOCAVA Ballot Board and the Absentee Ballot Board.  Motion 

unanimously carried.   

         Angie Philipp – Deputy Auditor 

Kevin Erickson – Deputy Auditor 

    Jennifer Herzberg – Deputy Auditor 

                                             Julie Stennes – Deputy Treasurer 

 

Moved by Commissioner Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Peterson to approve the 

minutes of August 28, 2012 and September 11, 2012 as written.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Tveitbakk moved, seconded by Commissioner Hempel to adjourn to 10:00 

a.m. October 9
th

, 2012.  Motion carried. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

  Kenneth Olson, Auditor   Oliver “Skip” Swanson 

  Pennington County     Board of Commissioners 

 

 


