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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10
TH

, 2015, 10:00 A.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 

Pennington County Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, March 10
th

, 2015 

at 10:00 a.m.  Members present: Cody Hempel, Donald Jensen, Neil Peterson, and Oliver 

“Skip” Swanson.  Members absent: Darryl Tveitbakk. 

 

The meeting was called to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

County Engineer Mike Flaagan presented the bids for equipment rental, culvert supplies, 

and fuel for 2015.  The bids were opened at 10:00 a.m. as duly advertised and the name 

of each bidder was read aloud.  The County Engineer will tabulate the bids and return 

next meeting, March 24
th

, 2015, with an abstract and recommendations for approval. 

 

Engineer Flaagan asked to advertise for bids for the milling, bituminous overlay, and 

aggregate shouldering of County Road #61 (Pepsi Road).  Motioned by Commissioner 

Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Hempel, to authorize the County Auditor/Treasurer 

and County Engineer to advertise for bids for the milling, bituminous overlay, and 

aggregate shouldering of CR #61, to be opened April 14
th

, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.  Motion 

unanimously carried. 

 

Mr. Flaagan then informed the County Board that Road Restrictions will begin this 

Friday, March 13
th

, 2015. 

 

The Pennington County Township Association Annual Meeting is scheduled for March 

19
th

, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Joint Use Facility meeting room.  A meeting is also 

scheduled with the MN Dept. of Natural Resources Representative on March 23
rd

, 2015 

at 9:00 a.m. at their regional office in Bemidji, MN.   

 

County Recorder Ken Schmalz presented two bids for the HP M725F MFP copier 

   

Marco, Inc.   $4,295.00 

  Insight Technologies   $4,480.00 (+$150.00 shipping) 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve 

the purchase of a HP M725F MFP copier for Marco, Inc. for the County Recorder’s 

office.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Swanson, to reappoint 

Tom Wold and Deb Swanson to the Pennington County Extension Committee for a three-

year term effective January 1
st
, 2015.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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County Sheriff Ray Kuznia discussed staffing and staff vacancies in the Sheriff’s Dept.  

Corrections Sergeant Matthew Bruggeman and Part-Time Deputy Sheriff Dustin 

Coauette have submitted their resignations. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to accept the 

resignation of Matthew Bruggeman as Correction Sergeant effective April 14
th

, 2015 and 

authorize the County Sheriff to advertise for a full-time Corrections Sergeant.  Motion 

unanimously carried.  The County Board would like to thank Matthew Bruggeman for his 

many years of service to the County. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to 

post/advertise for a part-time Corrections Officer position as budgeted.  Motion 

unanimously carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to accept the 

resignation of Dustin Coauette as Part-Time Deputy Sheriff effective February 25
th

, 2015 

and authorize the County Sheriff to post/advertise for a Part-Time Deputy Sheriff 

position.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve 

the Board minutes of February 24
th

, 2015 as written.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Swanson, to approve 

payment of the Human Services warrants totaling $133,199.23, and also the following 

Commissioner warrants.  Motion unanimously carried. 

WARRANTS 

County Revenue  $112,383.83 

Road & Bridge  $  17,307.41 

Capital Improvement  $    1,412.99   

Per diems and meal reimbursements in the amount of $2,039.43 were also approved. 

 

Adam Munstenteiger, Forestry Supervisor from the Warroad area, met with the County 

Board to inform them about the Forestry’s responsibilities and conduct outreach efforts to 

educate the public on the dangers of wildfire.  He also hoped to increase awareness of the 

burning permit process, grow relationships with the local fire departments, and asked that 

wildfire response be incorporated into County Emergency Management.  The County 

Board thanked him for his presentation. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Swanson, that non-

union County employees be given a 3% COLA wage adjustment effective January 1
st
, 

2015; excluding elected officials, the County Engineer, and grant employees.  Motion 

unanimously carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Hempel, seconded by Commissioner Swanson, to adjourn 

the Board meeting to 5:00 p.m. on March 24
th

, 2015.  Motion carried.   
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ATTEST: 

  Kenneth Olson, Auditor-Treasurer  Darryl Tveitbakk, Chairman 

  Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 

 


