OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JUSTICE CENTER BOARD ROOM
MAY 26,2026 —10:00 A.M.

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the
Pennington County Justice Center Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday,
May 26, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. Members Present: Seth Nelson, Bruce Lawrence, Roy
Sourdif, Dave Sorenson, and Neil Peterson. Members absent: None.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sorenson, and the Pledge of Allegiance
was recited.

The Chairman asked if there were any amendments to the agenda. Hearing none, there
was a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve
the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Recognition of Citizens:

Constituent Richard Salentiny came before the Board to discuss County Road #22 in
Mayfield Township, stating the road is in bad condition and needs work. County
Engineer Mike Flaagan was present and responded that paving work is planned for
CSAH #3 within a few years and work will likely occur on County Road #22 at the same
time, however traffic counts are likely not high enough to warrant full rework of the road.
Mr. Salentiny disagreed and stated also that millions of dollars of products are
transported via the road. Commissioner Lawrence suggested that the Highway
Committee meet and discuss the issue, to which the Engineer agreed. Mr. Salentiny also
requested that contact information for the County Commissioners be listed in the Farm
Home Publishers plat book that is published annually.

Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve the
County Board minutes of May 12, 2026, with one change noted by the County
Coordinator. Motion carried.

Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve the
Human Services warrants totaling $232,068.98 and the following Commissioner
warrants, to include payment to Jennifer Herzberg and Lucas Fornshell for $270.79 and
$356.13, respectively, for reimbursement of conference expenses, and to Ashley Benson
for $358.88 for mileage reimbursement related to a conference and assessing. Motion
carried.

County Revenue $127,601.47
Road & Bridge $ 90,597.63
Ditch Funds $ 13,445.18

Julie Sjostrand — Human Services Director



Ms. Sjostrand presented the consent agenda from the May 19, 2026, Human Service
Committee meeting. On a motion by Commissioner Peterson and seconded by
Commissioner Lawrence, the following recommendations of the Pennington County
Human Service Committee for May 19, 2026 (detailed minutes on record) are hereby
adopted:

SECTION A

I.  To approve the April 21, 2026, Human Service Committee Meeting minutes.
II.  To approve the agency’s personnel action as presented.

III. A. Toapprove the CY 2026-2027 Supervised Visitation and Visitation
Exchange Purchase of Service Agreement between the Violence Intervention
Project and Pennington County Human Services as presented.

B.  To approve the Lutheran Social Service rate, increase from $59.13 per
hour to $61.00 per hour for guardianship and/or conservatorship services as
presented.

SECTION B
I.  To approve payment of the Agency’s bills.

Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve
the hire of Kristina Swenson as Human Services Full-Time Office Support Specialist
effective June 15, 2026, contingent upon a successful background check. Motion carried.

Mike Flaagan — County Engineer

Mr. Flaagan noted that the Five-Year Road & Bridge plan was held this morning at 9:00
a.m. in the Justice Center Board Room. Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded
by Commissioner Peterson, to approve the Pennington County Five-Year Road & Bridge
plan for 2026-2030 as presented. Motion carried.

Engineer Flaagan commented on County Road #22 as discussed earlier in the meeting,
noting that he was able to look up the latest traffic count for the road and the average is
55 vehicles per day.

Carl Bruzek — County Assessor

Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve an
application for tax abatement for Michael and Joyce Broden, Parcel R#25.01502640, 712
Duluth Ave. N., Thief River Falls, to reflect the property receiving residential homestead
classification for taxes payable 2026. Motion carried.

County Auditor-Treasurer Items: None.

County Coordinator Items:



Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve a
quote by Culinex in the amount of $8,861.50 for the purchase of a Vulcan countertop
electric steamer for the Law Enforcement Center kitchen, and also a quote by Bergstrom
Electric in the amount of $1,740.00 for related electrical work. Motion carried.

Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve a
quote by Agassiz Chemical & Equipment, Inc. in the amount of $33,608.63 for heating
system work in the Justice Center and Government Center, to include treatment of glycol,
water, side stream filter installation, system testing, and additional chemicals for future
in-house maintenance. The expense was budgeted for 2026. Motion carried.

Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve a
five-year agreement with Pure Water Technology for a new water/ice machine to be
installed in the Government Center first floor breakroom at a cost of $120.00 per month.
Motion carried. Mr. Erickson noted that the cost would be covered by Wellness Funds,
will benefit all building employees, and will replace two or three water machines in the
building, resulting in an overall cost reduction.

At 10:20 a.m., Interim County Attorney Nathan Haase read aloud MN Statute language
authorizing a closed session of the Board to discuss a petition filed by First Street Estates
LLLP for review of taxes, assessment, and levy upon three property parcels for 2024 and
2025. Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to close
the Board at 10:21 a.m. meeting pursuant to MN Statute 13D.05, Subd. 3(b). Motion
carried.

Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to reopen the
County Board meeting at 10:37 a.m. Motion carried.

Mr. Haase reviewed the 2025 and 2026 valuation offer by First Street Estates LLLP for
three property parcels.

Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve the
proposed valuation by First Street Estates LLLP for 2025 and 2026 totaling $8.3M and
$8.4M, respectively, for parcels R26.12300311, R26.12300310, and R26.12300210.
Motion carried.

Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve
issuance of a duplicate warrant to Karl Gjernes in the amount of $202.90 to replace lost
warrant 117722 dated May 15, 2026, without issuance of an indemnifying bond. Motion
carried.

Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to approve
the hire/transfer of Ashley Benson as County Assessor at the step two salary rate of
$82,347.20 effective July 6, 2026. Motion carried. Ms. Benson is currently in the
position of Deputy Assessor — Senior.



County Attorney Items: None.
Committee Reports/Commissioner Updates:

Commissioner Peterson reminded the Board of the AMC District 3 meeting that will be
held on June 4, 2026, in Hallock, MN.

Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to adjourn the
Board meeting to June 9, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. Motion carried.

ATTEST:

Kevin Erickson, County Coordinator David Sorenson, Chairman
Pennington County Board of Commissioners



