
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

JUSTICE CENTER BOARD ROOM 
JUNE 23, 2026 – 10:00 A.M. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 
Pennington County Justice Center Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, 
June 23, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  Members Present: Seth Nelson, Bruce Lawrence, Roy 
Sourdif, Dave Sorenson, and Neil Peterson.  Members absent: None.   

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sorenson, and the Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited. 

The Chairman asked if there were any amendments to the agenda.  Hearing none, there 
was a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve 
the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 

Recognition of Citizens: None. 

Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve the 
County Board minutes of June 9, 2026, and the Board of Appeal & Equalization minutes 
of June 15, 2026, as written.  Motion carried. 

Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve the 
Human Services warrants totaling $215,939.74 and the following Commissioner 
warrants.  Motion carried. 

County Revenue $  33,411.80 
Road & Bridge $  81,502.73 
Solid Waste Facility $    5,720.00  

Elizabeth Gerhart – Human Services Director 

Ms. Gerhart presented the consent agenda from the June 16, 2026, Human Service 
Committee meeting.  On a motion by Commissioner Lawrence and seconded by 
Commissioner Peterson, the following recommendations of the Pennington County 
Human Service Committee for June 16, 2026 (detailed minutes on record) are hereby 
adopted: 

SECTION A 

I. To approve the May 19th, 2026, Human Service Committee Meeting minutes.
II. To approve the agency’s personnel action as presented.

III. A.      To approve the submission of a 245D licensing moratorium exception
request to the MN Department of Human Services for the RISE Adult Day
Service.

SECTION B 



I. To approve payment of the Agency’s bills. 
 
Seth Vettleson – County Sheriff 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to approve 
the hire of Joseph Daniel Bruggeman as Part-Time Corrections Officer.  Motion carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve 
the hire of Haley Jean-Marie Schutz as Part-Time Corrections Officer, pending receipt of 
BCA fingerprint records check.  Motion carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve 
the hire/transfer of Storm Jacob Manning from Part-Time Corrections Officer to Full-
Time Deputy Sheriff effective July 6, 2026, pending receipt of BCA fingerprint records 
check and final completion of background check.  Motion carried.   
 
Mr. Vettleson updated the Board on the STS program, noting that the new crew leader 
has allowed for two separate work crews.  STS is currently assisting with preparation for 
the Pennington County and Marshall County fairs. 
 
Mike Flaagan – County Engineer 
 
Mr. Flaagan reviewed recent MnDOT speed studies conducted on CSAH 27 and CSAH 
28.  MnDOT is recommending a speed limit increase to 60 mph for both sections of 
roadway.  Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to 
approve increasing the speed limit of CSAH 27 (Polk/Pennington County line to 
intersection of TH 1) and CSAH 28 (intersection of TH 1 to Pennington/Marshall County 
line) from 55 mph to 60 mph.  Motion carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to accept 
the resignation of Kaleb Torgerson as Full-Time Highway Equipment Operator effective 
July 3, 2026, and to thank him for his years of service to Pennington County.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to authorize 
the County Engineer to post internally and advertise externally if necessary for the 
position of Full-Time Highway Equipment Operator.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Flaagan provided an update on local projects, noting that the CSAH 11 / township 
road project is moving slowly due to weather conditions.   
 
County Auditor-Treasurer Items: None. 
 
County Coordinator Items: 
 



Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve a 
$5,000 change order increase to the LEC roofing project, whereas Gabriel Roofing LLC 
will install tapered insulation to redirect water flow from the overflow scuppers to 
existing roof drains.  Motion carried. 
 
Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve a 
fireworks permit application for Red Lake Gaming / Premier Pyrotechnics, Inc. for a July 
4, 2026, display at the Seven Clans Casino.  Motion carried. 
 
County Attorney Items: None. 
 
Committee Reports/Commissioner Updates:  
 
Commissioner Lawrence noted that Blue Castle Waste has partnered with Jerry Skjerven 
at Les’s Sanitation and the Solid Waste Committee recently met with one of the new 
partners.  The committee looks forward to working with the partnership in the future.   
 
Commissioner Sourdif informed the Board that he has been invited to be on the Thief 
River Falls Area Food Shelf Board, and he has accepted the position.   
 
Commissioner Peterson reminded the Board and others of the retirement party for County 
Assessor Carl Bruzek that is being held at the Government Center on June 24, 2026, from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m.  A county employee cookout is also being held at the Government 
Center that day beginning at 11:30 a.m.   
 
Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to adjourn the 
Board meeting to July 14, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  Motion carried.   
 
ATTEST: 
   

Kevin Erickson, County Coordinator  David Sorenson, Chairman 
Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




