
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

JUSTICE CENTER BOARD ROOM 

JULY 14, 2026 – 10:00 A.M. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the 

Pennington County Justice Center Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday, 

July 14, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  Members Present: Seth Nelson, Bruce Lawrence, Roy 

Sourdif, Dave Sorenson, and Neil Peterson.  Members absent: None.   

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sorenson, and the Pledge of Allegiance 

was recited. 

The Chairman asked if there were any amendments to the agenda.  County Coordinator 

Kevin Erickson stated that Miranda Solem and Kari Wittenberg are unable to attend the 

meeting and can be removed from the agenda.  Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, 

seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve the agenda as revised.  Motion carried. 

Recognition of Citizens: None. 

Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to approve 

the County Board minutes of June 23, 2026, as written.  Motion carried. 

Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve the 

Auditor & Manual warrants for June 2026 totaling $10,048,961.55 and the following 

Commissioner warrants, to include payment to AP Technology LLC in the amount of 

$390.00 for annual maintenance to the SecurePay program.  Motion carried. 

County Revenue $245,105.49 

Road & Bridge $194,097.28  

Solid Waste Facility $    5,820.00 

Ditch Funds  $    4,575.00 

Per diems and meal reimbursements in the amount of $2,661.22 were also approved. 

Mike Flaagan – County Engineer (via Zoom): 

Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to accept the 

resignation of Joshua Iverson as Full-Time Highway Equipment Operator effective July 

16, 2026.  Motion carried. 

Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to authorize 

the County Engineer to post internally and advertise externally (if needed) for the 

position of Full-Time Highway Equipment Operator.  Motion carried. 

Engineer Flaagan provided an update on the CSAH 11/Township Road project.  Grading 

is complete and gravel will be brought in this week, and storm sewer installation is nearly 

complete.  Recent inclement weather has slowed construction progress.  



Engineer Flaagan noted that the road project around the Goodridge school has begun and 

is going well. 

 

The Board held discussion on unapproved landfills located near Goodridge City and 

along State Highway 1 East.    

 

County Auditor-Treasurer Items:  

 

Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve a 

request for overtime pay for staff of the Auditor-Treasurer’s office for the 2026 Primary 

and General Elections.  Discussion was held with Ms. Herzberg stating that new election 

laws require the office to be open additional evenings and Saturdays for absentee and 

early voting.  Following discussion, the motion was carried.  Motion carried. 

 

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by 

Commissioner Peterson, and upon vote was unanimously carried.   

 

RESOLUTION 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that Commissioners Sorenson and Nelson be appointed to 

the County Canvassing Board for the 2026 Primary Election; and, 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Canvassing Board meet at 10:00 a.m. on 

August 13, 2026, in the 3rd floor meeting room of the Government Center to canvass the 

2026 Primary Election results.  

 

County Coordinator Items: 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to authorize 

the County Coordinator to advertise for the position of Full-Time Deputy Assessor-

Appraiser.  Motion carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to accept the 

resignation of Jenny Gonsorowski as Full-Time DMV Deputy Registrar effective July 24, 

2026.  Motion carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, to authorize 

the County Coordinator to advertise for the position of Full-Time DMV Deputy 

Registrar.  Motion carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve 

issuance of a duplicate warrant to the MN Counties Attorney’s Association in the amount 

of $261.29 to replace lost warrant #205171 issued on April 17, 2026, without issuance of 

an indemnifying bond.  Motion carried. 

 

Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve 

issuance of a duplicate warrant to The Title Team in the amount of $29.00 to replace lost 



warrant #199643 issued on April 12, 2024, without issuance of an indemnifying bond.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Erickson presented information on behalf of Kim Swanson as Pennington County 

Director for the Red River Valley Development Association.  The 2026 Outstanding 

Farm Leader award will be presented on July 19, 2026, at the Pennington County Fair.  

The award has been in existence since 1914.     

 

County Attorney Items: None. 

 

Committee Reports/Commissioner Updates:  

 

Commissioner Peterson noted that AMC will provide an update this Wednesday on the 

Enbridge tax court case.  This is a big issue for affected counties, including Pennington, 

as in addition to tax refunds, interest continues to accrue until the case is settled.  Mr. 

Peterson noted that most real estate and personal property is valued by county assessors, 

whereas the State of MN sets the value of pipeline and other utility properties. 

 

Commissioner Sourdif discussed a new Community Connections program in Warren, 

MN, whereas volunteers offer senior residents city transportation via a golf cart.  Funding 

for the program is through a grant secured by the NW Regional Development 

Commission.  Mr. Sourdif would like to see such a program for the residents of TRF.   

 

Commissioner Lawrence discussed the county employee newsletter and suggested that 

Board members contribute information to inform county staff of their duties and current 

issues.   

 

Commissioner Nelson noted the Pennington County Historical Society is hosting a 250th 

birthday party for the USA on August 1, 2026, in conjunction with RiverFest activities.  

Entertainment will include a civil war re-enactment by Commissioner Nelson’s father.  

 

Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to adjourn the 

Board meeting to July 28, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  Motion carried.   

 

ATTEST: 

   

Kevin Erickson, County Coordinator  David Sorenson, Chairman 

Pennington County    Board of Commissioners 

 

 

 

 

 




