OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
PENNINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JUSTICE CENTER BOARD ROOM
JULY 28,2026 —10:00 A.M.

Pursuant to adjournment, the Pennington County Board of Commissioners met in the
Pennington County Justice Center Board Room in Thief River Falls, MN, on Tuesday,
July 28, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. Members Present: Seth Nelson, Bruce Lawrence, Roy
Sourdif, Dave Sorenson, and Neil Peterson. Members absent: None.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sorenson, and the Pledge of Allegiance
was recited.

The Chairman asked if there were any amendments to the agenda. The County
Coordinator noted that Caitlin Knodel will represent the NW Regional Library in place of
Megan Lysford. Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner
Nelson, to approve the agenda with the change presented. Motion carried.

Recognition of Citizens: Curtis Zoller — Thief River Falls Rentals, LLC

Mr. Zoller discussed the road conditions in Country Estates, located in Smiley Township.
The township maintains the north-south avenues and McKenna Properties LLC has
maintained the east-west streets for many years. TRF Rentals has assumed property
management and will no longer maintain the roads. He noted 60+ parcels within the plot,
21 different owners, and 46 households which represents 21% of the township total.
They are asking for the east-west roads, totaling .77 miles, be adopted by the township to
allow for public maintenance. They met with the Smiley Town Board twice and toured
the roads. They are aware that the maintenance isn’t the County’s responsibility.
Following discussion, the Board took the matter under advisement.

Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to approve
the County Board minutes of July 14, 2026, as written. Motion carried.

Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve the
Human Services warrants totaling $261,967.91 and the following Commissioner
warrants. Motion carried.

County Revenue $79,897.67

Road & Bridge $70,749.95
Per diems and meal reimbursements in the amount of $1,541.27 were also approved.

Elizabeth Gerhart — Human Services Director
Ms. Gerhart presented the consent agenda from the Human Service Committee meeting

on July 21, 2026. On a motion by Commissioner Peterson and seconded by
Commissioner Lawrence, the following recommendations of the Pennington County



Human Service Committee for July 21, 2026 (detailed minutes on record), are hereby
adopted:

SECTION A

L. To approve June 16", 2026, Human Service Committee Meeting minutes.
II.  To approve the agency’s personnel action as presented.
II. A. To approve the Medica Health Plan & Pennington County MSHO-
MSC+ Care Coordination Participation Agreement.
B. To approve the Medica Health Plan & Pennington County SNBC Case
Management Participation Agreement.

SECTION B
I.  To approve payment of the Agency’s bills.
Peter Nelson — Pennington County SWCD District Manager

Mr. Nelson discussed a renewal amendment to the 2017 Red Lake River Comprehensive
Watershed Management Plan and reviewed a resolution of Board support. Motioned by
Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to approve the following
resolution. Motion carried.

Resolution to Submit Plan Renewal Amendment Red Lake River
Comprehensive Watershed
Management Plan

Whereas, Pennington County resolved to adopt and jointly implement the
Red Lake River Comprehensive Watershed Management (Plan) on June 25, 2017;
and

Whereas, Pennington County entered into an implementation agreement on
January 24, 2017, that allows the Red Lake River Policy Committee to submit a
plan amendment on behalf of the participating partners; and

Whereas, Pennington County has been an active participant on the Red Lake
River Policy Committee to oversee the implementation of the Plan and
development of the Plan renewal amendment; and

Whereas, the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) approved the Plan
on April 26, 2017, with an expiration date of April 26, 2027; and

Whereas, the One Watershed, One Plan Operating Procedures (BWSR) allow
for a plan renewal amendment that results in a new plan expiration date; and

Whereas, the Red Lake River Policy Committee submitted the plan renewal
amendment for 60-day formal review on February 13, 2026, and hosted a public
hearing on April 30, 2026; and

Whereas, all comments received during the 60-day review and public hearing
have been addressed by the Red Lake River Policy Committee; and

Whereas, the Red Lake River Policy Committee recommended submittal of the
proposed plan renewal amendment at their April 30, 2026, meeting; and



Now Therefore Be It Resolved, Pennington County supports submission of
the Red Lake River Comprehensive Watershed Management plan renewal
amendment to the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) by the Red Lake
River IW1P Policy Committee.

Caitlin Knodel — NW Regional Library Board member

Ms. Knodel introduced herself to the Board and presented the 2027 budget request from
the NW Regional Library. They are requesting a 3% increase for 2027, totaling
$137,069, to keep up with inflationary costs of operation. She noted the importance of
libraries to the community for access, programming, homeschooling, etc. They do not
want to cut library hours or for services to suffer due to rising costs and lack of funding.
Ms. Knodel presented a handout of statistics for circulation, walk-in traffic, program
attendance, collection growth, e-books, etc. The Board thanked her for the presentation
and took the budget request under advisement.

Mike Flaagan — County Engineer

Motioned by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to approve
the hire/transfer of Dustin Srnsky from Highway Seasonal to Full-Time Highway
Equipment Operator effective August 3, 2026. Motion carried.

Mr. Flaagan presented an update on local projects: CSAH #11 & 150™ Avenue project is
progressing well considering weather delays. Most of the aggregate is complete on 150™
and seeding has begun. Sub-cutting on CSAH #11 is in progress as well as the aggregate,
and most storm sewer installation is done. The Goodridge school road project is about
25% complete with storm sewer install to be done by the end of the week. Contracts call
for the school and road to be complete at the end of August prior to the beginning of
school.

County Auditor-Treasurer Items:

On behalf of Ms. Herzberg, County Coordinator Kevin Erickson presented a request by
the City of Thief River Falls to abate current and delinquent taxes owed on 413 Knight
Ave. N. (R25.00315520-Helen Walseth), totaling $2,034.19. The City is in process of
title quieting on the property and noted the house was demolished in October 2025.
Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to abate the
current and delinquent taxes (2023-2026) for Parcel R25.00315520 located at 413 Knight
Ave. N. Thief River Falls, MN. Motion carried.

County Coordinator Items:

Mr. Erickson presented a letter regarding Enbridge Energy’s tax court appeals for taxes
payable 2026. To date, several affected MN counties have discussed, approved, and
published the letter, which requests that the MN Dept of Revenue and Enbridge Energy
continue discussion of the State’s valuation of the property and seeks change to the



valuation process to allow for fairness and sustainability. It was noted that last tax appeal
by Enbridge Energy resulted in a large settlement with the State paying the refunds via
approved legislation; payments that would have bankrupt many affected counties. The
Board noted that the letter has already been published in the local paper. Following
discussion, there was a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner
Nelson, to approve the letter (on file with the Auditor-Treasurer) and authorize signature
by the Board Chair. Motion carried.

Motioned by Commissioner Lawrence, seconded by Commissioner Sourdif, to approve
change order #3 for Gabriel Roofing LLC in the amount of $7,700.00 to allow for the
installation of tapered insulation to redirect water to roof drains and 35 extra walkway
pads to reach a rooftop unit. Motion carried.

County Attorney Items:

Mr. Haase noted that Assistant County Attorney Kristin Hanson recently attended a
National All Rise (DWI Court) conference in Nashville, TN and he wasn’t aware of
county policy requiring preapproval for out-of-state travel. He noted this is a conference
she attends annually and it is budgeted for. Motioned by Commissioner Peterson,
seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to authorize Kristin Hanson to attend the 2026
National All Rise Conference in Nashville, TN retroactively. Motion carried.

Mr. Haase noted that the sale of the radio tower and land in Smiley Township to Lynn
Hammer is nearly complete. Mr. Hammer has requested the property be transferred to
his trust. Motioned by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, to
approve a request by Lynn Hammer to transfer the land and radio tower purchased from
Pennington County in Smiley Township to a trust in his name. Motion carried.

Committee Reports/Commissioner Updates:
Commissioner Peterson reminded the Board of the AMC Fall Policy Conference being
held in Bemidji, MN in September. Mr. Erickson noted that registrations are not yet

available.

Motioned by Commissioner Sourdif, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to adjourn the
Board meeting to August 11, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. Motion carried.

ATTEST:

Kevin Erickson, County Coordinator David Sorenson, Chairman
Pennington County Board of Commissioners
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